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LUKE ii. 34. | 
Behold, this Child is ſet for the fall and 
riſing again of many in Iſrael ; and for 
a Sign which ſhall be ſpoken againſt. 


Pp [£86.13 
Fi ire of the Altar : 


Or, Certain 


DIRECTIONS 


HOW TO 


Raiſe the SOUL into Holy Flames 
Before, At, and After, the Receiving the 
Bleſſed SACRAMENT 


OF THE 
LOR D's SUPPER. 


With ſuitable Prayers and Devotions. 
To which is prefix'd, 
 ADIALOGUE betwixt a CHRISTIAN 


and his own ConsCIENCE, 
Concerning the true Nature of the 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


The SIXTEENTH EDITION. 


SAN HONY HORNECE, D. D. late 
| Plat to his Majeſty, and Preben- 
N d of WESTMINSTER 


LON D 0 Ne 


Printed for R. Ware, in Amen Corner; C. Rivi 
in St. Paul's Church-Yard ; S. Birt, in Aue-Mary- 
Lane; and C. Hitch, in Pater-nofter- Row. 


MDCCXL. 


This Book is bound up with Common-Prayers, and to be had 
at the Places aboueſaid. 


—_— — — 


To my Beloved 


PARISHIONERS, 


The Inhabitants of 
St. MAarvy-LE-STRAND, 
AND THE | 
Precint of the SAY O . 


HO” I jntend you a larger Treatiſe 
upon the Sacrament of the Lord's 
$5 Supper, by the Name and Title of 
The Crucified Jeſus : yet I was 
n dioilling to let theſe Directions come 
forth, to prepare your Hearts for thoſe larger 
Meditations ; not but there are Books enough al- 
ready writ upon this Subjef, and by abler Pens 
too: But, you having for ſome Nears paſt known 
my Corverſation, my Temper, my Exbortations, 
and my Manner of Speaking and Writing, T - 
thought ſumething of this Nature might be more 
teſeful to you, than other more elaborate Lucu- 
brations. There is nothing I am more afraid of, 
A 3 than 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


than ibat the Generality of you, both Young 
and Ola, either have not, or will not have, right 
Apprebenſions of that Chriſtian Religion you 
profeſs ; ſome being apt to place it in a careleſs, 
cuſtomary Belief of the Doftrine ; ſome in leav- 
ing a few notorious Sins; others in ſaying their 
Prayers; others in doing no body wrong; others 
again in having good Deſires and pions Incli- 
nations. All which Opinions are notorious Miſ- 
takes of the Nature and Temper of Chriſtiani- 
iy, which. imperts a Change. of Nature, Diſ- 
Pofition, and acting contrary to the Humours, 
Paſfions, Manners, Cuſtoms, and Deportment of 
' the World: And this is it I muſt ſee and per- 
cetve in you, before I can concluge that my Paing, 
Labours among you have not been in vain, 


Brethren, My Heart's Deſire and Prayer to: 
God for you, is, that you. may be ſay*d. I will 
aſſure you. this is no Compliment, no Form of 
Speech, no Words in Courſe, but the ardeni 
Wiſh of my Soul, and my fervent Prayers Day, 
end Night; this is the, Deſire of my. Seuþ in pri- 
vate and in publick : For this 1 fill my. Mouth 
with Arguments to that God who heareth Pray- 
ers, even. then when you" do not think of me : 
For this 1 ſtudy. and take Pains, and am willing 
to ſpend myſelf, and to be ſpent ; and your Salva- 
tion is the great Object of my Care: For this End 
I venture your Anger, and careſs your Love: 
For this End I walk blameleſs among you, and 
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The. Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
am tender of your Welfare : For this End I re- 
prove, and exbort, and intreat you, and run, 


and Jpend my Breath, and 115 that you may be 
fav'd. | | 


J am not. ignorant. of. the Devil's Devices: I 
am ſenfible-of the Nature of Sin, how apt it is 
to deceive yau; and though I am not with you 
in all Places, TI ſee by the Bffetts how the Ene- 
my of your Souls deals with you, and what will 
he: the Jſue of 4 careleſs Life. I conſider the 
Shricks of the Damn'd in Hell, and would fain 
keep. you from that dangerous Gulph, T ſee you 
tand upon the Brink of Deſtruttion, and can- 
nat forbear calling to you, Oh! do yourlelves 
no Harm] Tbe greateſt. Kindneſs you can do me, 

the greateſt Gratitude you can expreſs, the great- 
eſt Civility and Reſpect you can ſhew me, is to 
do according to the rg ou Counſels I do give 
you. Whatever Conſtructions ſome of you may 
Put upon theſe Adjurations, the Searcher of all 
Hearts knows this to be true, That [ will re- 
Joice-in nothing fo much as in IE Ovens to 


the- Goſpel. 


I would fain rejoice with you in the great 
Day f the Lord Feſus : I would fain ſet - 
glorious Saints in the everlaſting Manſions : 
would fain ſee you ſhine. as the Stars in the Firs 
mament. of. Heaven: I would fee you triumph 
with Axel, ing with Cherubims, and join 97 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
celeſtial Choir in eternal Praiſes. Think what 
a diſmal Sight it will be in that Day, to ſee 


fome of you weeping and bowling in the burning 
Lake, that might bave feaſted with the Son of 


God, in his Father's Kingdom. We that meet 


together in the Church Militant here, what a 
happy, what a glorious Sight would it be, to 
meet all in the Church Triumphant, when theſe 
Bedies do drop from us ! 


I is no ſmall Grief to me to ſee ſome of you, 
. who bave lived for ſome Nears under my Mi- 
 niftry, given to the ſame Sins and inordinate De- 
fires, as Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Lying, Cheat- 
tg, Diſſembling, Malice, Wrath, Hatred, Paſ- 
ion, Carels{jneſs and Neglect of the Lord's Sup- 
per, Quarrelling, fooliſh Feſting, filthy Talk, 
 Frothineſs, Pride, Uncleanneſs, &c, they were 
formerly enamour d with: Certainly this muſs. 


be an Argument againſt you in that Day, when 
God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men by the ever-, 


laſting Goſpel. O let's not be forced to complain 
of you, that we would have healed you, and you 


would not be healed. To this End ] beſeech you.;. 


1. To make the Rules, in the following Trea- 
tije, familiar to you. There is nothing in it, but 


what you'll find exatily agreeable to that Word, 


on which you build your Faith : By making them 
familiar to you, I do not only mean getting them 
by Heart, but applying yourſelves to the ſerious 

| Practice 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Practice of them, till you get a Habit of thoſe 
Virtues. A fingle Aft now and then, when you 
are in a religious Humour, will do no God; 
but you muſt labour at them ſo long, *till they 
come to be incorporated with your Spirits, and 
mingle with your Complexion and Conſtitution. 


2. To oblige your Children and Servants to 
learn theſe Rules without Book, and to admo- 
niſh them to try and ſee, whether they obſerve 
them in their Behaviour and Converſation , to 
aſk them often, Whether their Actions are a- 
greeable to theſe Rules, and whether they are 
not afraid of loſing God's Favour, by neglecting 
fo great Salvation? 


But then you muſt ſhew them a good Exam- 
ple; for all your Exbortamons will be but Wind, 
while you do not exprefs the Poſſibility of living 
up to theſe Rules in your own Lives. Your Exam- 
ple will make theſe Chriſtien Virtues amiable, 
and your Practice muſt e that you believe them 
neceſſary. And, Oh! how comfortable will it 
be upon your Death-Beds, and what Foy will 
this Teſtimony of your Conſcience cauſe, that in 
godly Simplicity and Sincerity, not according to 
Befſhly Wiſdom, but according to the Grace of 
God, you have had your Converſation in the 
World ? God will love you, even be whoſe Lov- 
ing-kindneſs is better than Life itſelf : His 
Love will cloſe your Eyes: His Love will whiſ- 
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per the glad Tidings of Happineſs in your Ears : 
His Love will be your Guide through the Sha- 
dew and Valley of Death; and this Love will 
fee you ſafe within the Gates of a bleſſed Eter- 
nity. Which Love, that it may become your 
Portion and Inheritance, is, and ſball be, the 
bearty Wiſh and Prayer of, 


Your faithful Friend and 


Miniſter in Chrift Jeſus, 


A. HORNECK. 


THE 


T HE 
TRUE NATURE 
OF THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
IN A 


Diabgu berwixt 42 Chriſtian and FLY 0Wn 
Conſeience. 


| iP Calin. 
RE UZ E, rouze thyſelf, and awake, 


thou lumbering Sinner, and think 
what that Religion means, thou doſt 


Fry and tell me ingeniouſly what it is to 
be a Chriſtian ? 

- Chriſtian. It is not only to profeſs the Doe- 
trine of Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo to live as he 
lived'; to have the fame Mind and Spirit in 
me, that was in him; to act upon the great 
TR of an unſeen everlaſting Glory, __ 


2 The true Nature of the 


to neglect all Things, rather than the Salva- 
tion of my immortal Soul. Jabn 15. 10. 
Pbil. 2. g. Matt. 16. 26. Heb, 12. 1, 2. 

Conſc. Haſt thou a Soul that's in a poſſibi- 
lity of being either eternally happy, or eter- 
nally miſerable? 

Chriſt. J have; for my Soul certainly is not 
of the ſame Nature with my Body, but is a 
ſpiritual Subſtance, rational, and intelligent, 
as Angels are; and therefore incorruptible, 
and ſignally differs from Beaſts, being capa- 
ble of obeying and diſobeying God. Mat. 10. 
28. P/alm 32. 9. Rev. 22. 2, 9. Ja. 1. 19, 20. 

Conſc. What if thy Soul be capable of 
obeying and diſobeying God, doth that make 
it either happy or miſerable ? oo: 

Chriſt. Yes, certainly; for to the Obedi- 
ent, God hath faithfully promiſed eternal life 
and glory when they leave this world; and 
to the diſobedient, he hath peremptorily 
threatened everlaſting anguiſh and torment. 


Rom. 2. 6, 7, 8. Heb. 5. 9. 2 The; f. WT 


8,9, 10. 


Conſc. What muſt thou then do to be ard | 
Chriſt. I muſt neceſſarily obey the precepts ; 
and commands of my Lord, and Mafter, and 


Saviour, Chriſt Feſus, which he hath deliver- 


ed, and enjoined either with his own Mouth, - 
or by his Apoſtles. John 14. 15,21, John 


15. 14. 1 Theſſ, 4. 1. 


Conſe. 
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Conſe, What precepts are thoſe thou art 
bound to obey, in order to be ſaved? 77 

Cbriſt. 1. I muſt — curb mine. an- 
ger and paſſion, and be very meek to all men 
in my ſpeeches, anſwers, and actions; gen- 
tle, and not much concerned under any af- 
| front or injury done to my perſon ; or when 
any thing 1s faid or done which diſpleaſeth me; 
and be ready to forgive and forget all injuries. 

I muſt not revile when I am reviled; nor 
give ill language to them that reproach me; 
nor revenge myſelf when it lies in my power; 
nor call men fools and rogutes' upon trivial 
occaſions. 

I muſt: fo far love mine enemies, as to do 
good to them that hate me, if they either de- 
ſire or want it; bleſs them that curſe me, and 
pray for them that uſe me ill. Malt. 5. 22, 
44 Titus 3. 2. Rom. 12. 17, 19. 1 Pet. 2. 
21, 23. 

2. I muſt be very humble, and have lo 
and mean thoughts of myſelf, and of my 
worth, knowledge, fortune, dignity, riches, 
means and condition in the world. 

I muſt, when J addreſs myſelf to God in 
prayer or. praiſes, be very vile and baſe in 
my. own fight, and be aſhamed to lift up =. 
eyes and hands to God. 

] muſt; efteem other men, in hom I ſee 
* Seen better than Wr | 1 


. 4 
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4 The. true Nature of the 
I muſt not commend: myſelf, nor take it ill 


if other people do not; nor be fond of world- 


ly reſpedt and honour ; but muſt be civil, 
courteous, and obliging, even to the meaneſt 
and pooreſt, and regard the honour that 
comes of God, more than the honour which 
comes of men. Matt. 11. 29. Mark 10. 15. 
John: 5. 44. Gal. 5:26. 2 Sam. 6. 22. 


3. I muſt be kind, and tender-heated, and 


compaſſionate, and love to do good to my 
neighbour, either by good advice and coun- 
ſel; or reproof, if he go on in any known 
fin; or by my means, and money, and goods, 
if he be in want; or by my labour and in- 
duſtry, if I can do no more, according as 
my ability and his neceſſity require; and if 1 
know. none, I muſt ſeek out at objects, upon 


whom and to whom I may — Gal. 6. 


6, 9, 10. 2 Tim. 1 17. 


4. I muſt ſhun all foreſeen and mou be- 


caſions of evil 1711 4 * 521 


I by looking on a man or r woman, any dif: : 
fire riſe in me, I muſt cruſh / 
that perſon no more. 1 


honeſt luſt or 


muſt not go into company, where I am ſenfi- 
ble J ſhal 


whether it be 2 or ſwearing, or 
paſhon, or frothy or filthy talk, or the like. 

I muſt not touch any ching that would 
raiſe any inordinate appetite in me; and muſt 
— gaudy cloathing, and other external 
orm 


be tem — drawn into ſin; 


Do B © 
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Chriſtian Religion. 5 
ornaments, if they prove temptations to pride 
and loftineſs, and vanity of ſpirit. Matt. 3. 
28, 29, 30. 1 Tim. 2. 9. 1 Pet. 3. 3, 4. 

5. I muſt labour to be very patient under 
any temporal afflitions, whether ſickneſs, or 
loſſes, or other croſſes and diſappointments 
and neither murmur, nor repine, becauſe 
God my heavenly Father fends them, and has 
promiſed, if I love him, to turn all theſe 
troubles unto my unſpeakable good; and de- 
figns an infinite recompence in Heaven for m 
patience. Jam. g. 7. Rom. 8. 28. Heb.12.7,8,9. 

6. 1 muſt ſtudy great ſimplicity in my 
thoughts, words, actions, garb, cloaths, fur- 
niture, houſes, meat, drink, and the like; 
and to avoid all things that may put a ſtop to 
my progreſs in a ſpiritual life, and particu- 
hrly all ſuch recreations as may dull and 
damp good things in me, or bring upon me 
an averſion to that goodneſs and ſimplicity, 
which was in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the 
primitive Chriſtians. 2 Cor. 1. 12. Matt. 
10. 16. Phil. 2. 15. 1 Thefſ. 5. 22. r 

7. J muſt, in all places, wherever I am, 
watch over my thoughts and ſpeeches, ex- 

reſſions and actions, becauſe God hears and 
ees me, and is every where preſent ; and take 
heed, that neither any temporal profit, nar 
pleaſure, not the favour of men, make me 
fay, or do, or comply with any thing that is 
ſinful, and I ſuſped to be fo.  P/alm 139. 1, 


* — —— — —— — —— 
1 
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6 The true Nature of the 
2, 3, 4. Matt. 12. 36. Col. 4. 6. W 
4. 5 6. AA, 5. 29. 

. I muſt not uſe equivocations, or men- 
tal 8 when I ſpeak ; or take an 
oath, or promiſe any thing, or make a bar- 
gain, or tell a lie wittingly, or wilfully, tho? 


IJ might gain all the riches of the world, or 
could fave my life by it; but ſpeak the truth, | 


whenever I think fit to ſpeak, or give an an- 
ſwer, let the inconvenience be what it will, 
or the danger never ſo great. Epbeſ. 4: 28, 
LPT ES 

9. I muſt take ſpecial notice of the various 


| dealings of God with my ſoul and body, and 
praiſe and admire, him for thoſe, providences, . 


whether ſpiritual or temporal, as many as 
come within my Cognizance. 


I I muſt praiſe him, when I riſe, when I lie 


down, when I fit up, when I walk, when I 


eat or drink, or get any lawful gain, or men 
are kind or favourable to me. E/e. 5. 11, 12. 


Pſalm 10g. g. Matt. 6. 26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. 
10. 31. 1 Theſſ. 5. 18. 


10. I muſt do the ſame kindneſſes, bene, | 


and ſervices to other men, which- I would 
have other men, who are in ſuch circum- 
ances, do to me; and therefore I muſt be 


charitable, juſt, honeſt, faithful, ſincere in 
all my dealings with them, and put a good 
conſtruction on their doubtful actions, becauſe 


I would have them be fo, and do ſo to me. 


Matt. 


_ 
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Matt. 7. 12. 1 Cor. 18. 4, 5, 6,7. Rom.13.7,8,9. 
11. According to the condition, calling, or 
relation I am in, I muſt diſcharge my duty ag 
longing to that calling, condition, or relation, 
with very great conſcientiouſneſs; as a ſervant, 
I muſt be faithful and reſpectful to my maſter 
or miſtreſs ; as a ſon or daughter, very ten- 
der of my parents welfare, credit, and com- 
mand; as a ſubject, obedient and loyal to the 
King, and thoſe who are in authority under 
him, in all lawful things; as a member of a 
publick Church, careful to preſerve its peace 
and unity; as a huſband, or wife, loving, kind 
and amiable to my yoke-fellow and in the 
lawful calling God hath placed me in, dil 
and induſtrious. 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, 18. Eph.6. 
4, 5. Col. 3. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. Ca. 4. 1. 

Rom. 12. 11. 

12. I muſt delight to think of God, and 
delight to ſpeak of ſpiritual things, and de- 
light to do the will of God; and delight in all 
thefe, and in other good works, more than 
in the gaudy pomp, glory, and vanity of this 
preſent world. 

I muſt uſe the world as if Tuſed it not, and 
be very indifferent whether I have much of the 
world's goods or no: And my chief aim and 
deſign muſt be to get a ſhare in God's ever- 
laſting Kingdom. Matt. 6. 33. 1 Cor. 7. 29, 
30, 31. F/. 112 1. H.. 139. 17. P/. 119. 72. 

Con. Why art thou ** to do all this 
in order to ſalvation ? Cbriſt. 


8 The: true Nature of” the 


Chriſt. : Partly | becauſe. God, my ſupreme 
Governor, expreſly commands. theſe things 
to be done; partly becauſe. eternal happineſs 
is: promiſed to none, but to ſuch as in good 
earneſt apply themſelves to the performance 
af them; partly, becauſe infinite glory is a 
thing of that conſequence, that it deſerves, 
theſe pains, and this excellent temyer ; partly, 
becauſe the love of God to me 1s ſo great, that 
Ecan do no laſs in common Gratitude. Mari. 5. 
20. Math. 19. 13. Luke 13. 2. 2 Cor. g. 14. 

Conſe: What is that mighty love of God, 
that chall enges ſuch gratitude ? 

- Chriſt. "When, with the reſt 2 n 
was loft and undone in my. firſt: parents, de- 
prived of all hopes of mercy, — pardon, 
and. ſaluation; the eternal Son of God, to re- 
ru: me to God's favour, and to make _ 

ble of pardon, and eternal ſalvation, too 
my nature upon him, became man, ſuffer'd 
and dyꝰd 2 me; and having by his drath 
purchaſed this pardon. and ſalvation for me, 
offers me theſe mercies upon condition of 
N . the aforeſaid precepts. Fobn 3. 16. 
17, 21. 2 Car. 5. 19. 

Conte But what if thou haſt not obey'd 
theſe: precepts of the goſpel,” is there any 
remedy” or OP to recover the favour of 


el I muſt neceſſarily repent of my diſ- 
obedience with all ſpeed, and make it. NR 
N | S, 


noo a. n.sv..o., omn.0 .QO 3a: 
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Chriſtian. Neligian. 9 
ſineſs, for the future, to live up to thoſe rules, 
in deſpite of all commands and allurements. 
from men to the contrary: And upon this re- 
pentance, ſincere reſolution, and earneſt en- 
deavours to obey them, I may certainly hope 
for pardon and ſalvation, becauſe he has pro- 
miſed it. Matt. * 28, 29. E/a. 55. 7. 
Joel 2. 12, 13, 1 

Conſe, But is it b poſible; doſt thou think, 


for a wen (9 Obey, and Ns an nabe E. 


ce 
brit If it were not poſhble for me to 
obey them, I cannot imagine why God ſhould, 
remptorily. require it of me: And there- 
ore I may certainly ſo. far obey them, as not 
to act wittingly, or willingly, . or: deliberately; 
againſt them; and. ſo perform them, as to 
make them the ſettled rule of my: thoughts, 


- defires, words and actions, if I will. but- uſe 


the means God. has preſcribed, in order to, 
this holy obedience. Malt. 23. 26, 27. 
1 Cor. 10. 13. 1 Jabn 3. 3. 

Conſc. What are thoſe means whereby this 
holy obedience may. be attain d 

Chritt They are eight: 1. Conſideration 
and Thinking. 2. Earneſt Prayer for the aſ- 
ſiſtance of God's Grace 99 3 3. Dilt- 


— - 1 


Zabel e 05 the Go * Self. 
Examination, 6. A right Apprehenſion of 
the 


10 The true Nature of the 


the Nature of God, and of ſpiritual Things. 
7. Humbling the Soul with Faſting, 8. 25 
conſcientious Uſe of the two Sacraments the 
Son of God hath inſtituted and ordained. 

- Conſe. How is Conſideration and Thinking 
to be manag'd? 

Cbriſt. I muſt ſeriouſly and frequently retire, 
and think with myſelf, that ſurely God's pro- 
miſes and n will be fulfill'd; that 
upon the moment of my death there depends 


eternity; and what a ſad and forlorn condition 


I ſhould be in, ſhould eternal anguiſn ſeize on 
my foul when it leaves this world; and tho'God 
be patient, yet he will not be mocked ; that 
there is no ſoul. in hell at this time, but would 
be glad to obey God, if they might be freed 

try*d once more here on earth ; that a 
work of that concern is not to be neglected 
for trifles ; that my death is very uncertain, 
and a death-bed is no place or time to bring 
myſelf to a habit of obedience. Deut. . 29. 
r 90. 12. Pſalm 50. 22. 

Conſc. What is the Nature of Prayer, ahd 
earneſt begging for Grace and Afiſtance of 
God's Spint ? | 

Chrif. I muſt take care that my heart and 
mind do pray as well as my lips ; I muſt be 
ſenſible of what I pray for, and fix my thoughts 
upon God in prayer, and earneſtly long for 
his grace and mercy, and be importunate with 
_ pray often and with as like a = 

on 


e ww wal fo 2 wo © 


—— 


@ +> 1 ov 


- Vu * Vw. nf mod rid FÞ held # wu 


os 


| 
; 
. 
| 
) 


Chriſtian Religion. 11 


ſon that am concerned at the danger Jam in; 
I muſt watch againſt wandring thoughts, or 
expel them when they come in; and my ſoul 
muſt eſteem and prize the grace of God, and 
aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit, above all the ad- 
vantages of the world, and be reſtleſs till 
I get it, and take notice how God hears and 
anſwers my prayers. John 4. 24. P/. 66. 18. 
P/. 63. 1. H. 16. 8. 
Conſe. What doſt thou mean by diligent 
hearing and reading of the word of God? 
Chriſt. When I read or hear it, I muſt read 
and hear it with attention and reſolution to 
know God's will, that I may do it: Before I 
read and hear it, I muſt beg of God to en- 
lighten me, and to imprint thoſe good leſſons 
I ſhall hear or read, upon my ſoul ; and to 
make them efſfectual to me, I muſt apply the 
eneral commands I read and hear to my own 
oul, and believe that what God commands all 
men, as chriſtians and believers, he commands 
me in particular. I muſt watch againſt world- 
ly thoughts, in reading and hearing, and re- 
member I do fin, if I do not mind what I read 
or hear. Luke 8. 18. Mark 4. 24. John 5. 
39. Pſalm 119. 18. | 
Conſc. In 1 manner muſt thou aſk ad- 
vice of faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel ? 
Chrift. I muſt go to thoſe who are very ſe- 
rious, or ſend for any of them, and aſk them 
about the ſtate and condition of my ſoul; and 
| _ _ what 
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what I muſt do to ſecure God's favour, how 
J muſt go about the great work of ſalvation, 
and beg their direction in performing the will 
of God ; and acquaiht them how it is with me, 
what temptations I am ſubject to, and what 
corruptions I am inclined to, and intreat them 
to tell me how to be rid of them, and oblige 
them to help me with their prayers, and en- 
courage me to a vigorous purſuit of the ever- 
laſting riches; and when T have done ſo, muſt 
follow their advice and counſel. Wo 16. 30, 
31, 32. Mark 10. 17. Phil. 3. 

Conſe. And what is to be done with Self- 
Examination? 

Cbriſt. I muſt frequently look into my 
thoughts, words and actions, and fee whether 
they are agtecable to the rules of the goſpe] : 
Every night I muſt take an account of myfelf, 
and eonfider what T have been Going i the 
day-time; Whether I Have not told a lye, de- 
"ceived any body, broke forth into any 82 
done good, reſſſted temptations, been often 
With God in Prayer, taken ndtice of God's 


Ponies, &c. that whete'I Have done a- 


miſs, I may watch againſt it the” next day; 
and where I have done well, I may admire 


the goodneſs of God, and -praiſe him * it. 
Platm 4. 4. 2 C. 13. 5. Lan. 3. 


Conſc. What Apptchenfions muſt cou Have 
of 8575 and Spa Things ?' Pr ante 
| — believe, on 
I. That 
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1. That God is a Spirit, omnipreſent, om- 
n, niſcient, infinitely good, and wie, and holy, 
ill and juſt, and will be a rewarder of them 
le, that diligently ſeek him, and puniſn the diſ- 
at obedient, either here or hereafter, or both 
m here and hereafter. Heb, 11. 6. 2 The/. 6. 
ge 7. Pſalm58. 11. Pſalm 63. 21. 
n- Þ 2. That this God is our ſupreme Governor, 
r- and hath reveal'd himſelf to be Father, Son, 
ist and Holy Ghoſt; or our Creator, Redeemer, 
o, and Sanctifier; ind that there is ſome reſem- 

blance of theſe three in one in the Sun, in 
f. which is the light, heat, and beam, which 

three make but one Sun. 1 Jobn 5. 7. 
y -Matt.'28. 19. 2 Cor. 13. 14. 


er 3. That all mankind fell in Adam, the firſt 
|» man, and by that fall moved God to with- 
f, I draw his love and favour from them; and 
ie that God the Son, in commiſeration to our 
> nature, became Man of the Virgin Mary, 
, ſufferd and dy'd ; and by his death, render d 
n God the Father, or rather the whole Trinity, 
8 kind and propitious to us, and willing to re- 
m ceive us 2 and to give us pardon, 
j and everlaſting life, upon the conditions of 
e | repentance and unfeigned obedience ; -and 
3D therefore juſtly called Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. the 
 $ anointed Saviour. Rom. 5. 8, 9, 10. Galr4 
33 454'5; Matt. 1. 21. 


The the ſcripture, There all this is de- 
"IS is the word of God; becauſe the men, 
t who 
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who teſtify of theſe things in ſcripture, were 
inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, and, in con- 
firmation of it, wrought true miracles, mi- 
racles levelPd againſt the power of fin, and 
impoſſible to be done by human ftrength : 
The truth of which miracles hath been con- 
vey'd down to poſterity by multitudes of eye- 


chriſtian people. Heb. 2. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

5. That the promiſes and threatenings of 
the goſpel will infallibly be fulfilled ſooner or 
later, becauſe God cannot lye. Matt. 5. 17, 
18. 1. 4. 

6. That our ſoul is not our breath, nor our 
blood, nor the ſpirits of our blood, but a ſpi- 
ritual Subſtance, able to live, and act without 
this groſs body we carry about us; and will 
immediately, upon leaving this body, be 

obliged to appear before God, and to give 

im an account of its good and evil works; 
and according to the prevalency or predomi- 
nancy of either, be made ſenſible of the ſen- 
tence of abſolution or condemnation, which 
ſhall be more ſolemnly pronounced at the day 
of Judgment. Luke 16. 22, 23. 
7. That at the end of the world there will 
be a ſolemn day of judgment, wherein the 
bodies of all men ſhall riſe, and be reunited 
to their ſouls, and their thoughts, words, and 
actions, be brought to light, and judged, and 
ſentence ſolemnly pronounc'd; and the good 
( | d COm- 


witneſſes, and from them received by all 
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commanded to take poſſeſſion of eternal joys, 


and the bad to go into everlaſting torments. 
2 Cor. 5. 10. Matt. 25. 31, 46. | 

8. That God requires no more of us than 
we do of our children and ſervants, and that 
is Love; and that this Love, if it be true and 
hearty, muſt neceſſarily diſcover itſelf in re- 
pentance and ſorrow for offending him, and 
a ſincere endeavour to pleaſe and obey him 
for the future. Luke 6. 46. Malach, 1. 6. 

9. That tho' by nature we are generally 
prone more to evil than to good, and have a 
ſtronger byaſs to ſin than righteouſneſs, yet, 
God the Holy Ghoſt, by his power and in- 
fluences, will certainly aſſiſt, and help us to 
abhor that which is evil, and to cleave to that 
which is good; if ſo be, that by earneſt prayer, 
faſting and Meditation, we long and breathe 
for his help and influence. Luke 11. 13. 

10. That all the Service I offer to God 
muſt be performed with my mind, will, and 
affections, or with my inward man, and with 
my heart ; and that without my mind have 
the greateſt ſhare in the ſervice, it is inſigni- 
ficant, and rejected by God. Prov. 23. 26. 
Matt. 22. 37. 

11. That by believing in ſcripture, for the 
moſt part, is. meant nothing but obeying ; 
and that he who obeys not the precepts of 
the goſpel, doth not believe that they are 


either divine, or neceflary to be obeyed, or 


B that 
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that the goſpel is infallibly true. 4s G. 7, 
Hebrews 11. 24, 25, 26. 2 Tell. 1. 11. 
12. That that frame of ſpirit which figs a 
man for eternal happineſs, 1s neither a cuſ- 
tomary frequenting the ordinances of God, 
nor ſhunning the groſſer fins and vices of the 
age we hve in, nor being maſter of a ſingle 
virtue ; but a ſpiritual tempe? of mind, which 
puts us upon doing all that's neceſſary to be 
done in order to ſalvation, Rom. 8. 5, 9, 10. 
Conſc. What are the rules to be obſerved 
in humbling the ſoul with faſting ? 
Cbriſt. I muſt frequently, as often as my 
ſtrength will bear it, give myſelf to faſting 
and prayer; and on thoſe faſts wreſtle with 
God for growth in grace and ſtrength againſt 
thoſe fins I am moſt prone and inclined to, ; 
I 
a 
1 


and greater Courage againſt temptations. 

I muſt give Alms on that day, for the re- 
freſhing of ſome poor member of Chriſt ; and 
ſpend the day in ſupplications, and Contem- 
plations of my fins, and of the wrath of God 
I have deſerved, and of God's mercy to peni- | 
tent finners in Chriſt Jeſus, and in holy re- 


ſolutions to be watchful over my heart for the 1 
future, that I may perform thoſe duties I 5 
have formerly neglected, and imitate holy A 
men and women in their virtuous practices. 2 
E. 58. 6, 7. Matt. 6. 17, 18. 1 Cor. 7. 5. „ 
1 Cor. 12. 7. „ 


Conſc, 
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Conſc. Wherein doth the conſcientious Uſe 
of the holy Sacraments conſiſt ? 
Chriſt. In entertaining right and ſuitable 


| Notions of the Nature of theſe Sacraments, 


and uſing them to thoſe Ends and Purpoſes 
for which they are deſign'd. Rom. 6. 3, 4. 
1 Cor, 10. 31. 

Conſc. What Notions muſt thou entertain 
about theſe Sacraments ? 

Chriſt. 1. That theſe Sacraments are of 
the Nature of ſolemn Vows and Proteſta- 
tions, that I will be faithful to God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


or of the Nature of Covenants, where God 


and Man do mutually engage themſelyes one 
to another; or of the Nature of outward vi- 
ſible Signs, whereby ſome ſpiritual thing is 
repreſented, and promis'd, and apply'd, and 
aſſuredly convey*d, Rom. 4. 11. Exod, 13. 9. 


1 Hel. 3. 20, 21. 1 Car. 10, 10g 17. 


2. That theſe Sacraments are ordain'd and 


inſtituted by the Son of God, my Saviour; 


and that Baptiſm, and the Supper of the 


Lord, are all the Sacraments, that are either 


given by Chriſt to the Church, or need to be 
receiv'd by the Church of Chriſt, Matt. 28. 
19. 1 Cor. 11. 23. | 

3. That Baptiſm is a ſignificant Ceremony, 
whereby Children, Men, and Women, are 


waſhed with water; which waſhing imports 
God's pardon of * Sins, and our Duty to 
2 


keep 
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keep ourſelves pure from Sin for the future; 
God promiſing the one, and we the other. 
1 Pet. 3. 21. 1 Ch. 6. 11, | 

4. That tho* Children can make no ſuch 
Promiſes, yet it is fit they ſhould be baptized, 
becauſe they are-part of the Nations which 
Chriſt enjoins and orders to be baptized, and 
are Diſciples, and in the Covenant of Grace : 
and it is enough that other Perſons promiſe 
for them as their Guardians; which Promiſe 
they are bound to perform, when they come 
to be of Age. Ads 2. 38, 39. 1 Cor. 7. 14. 
g. That the Bread and Wine ſet before the 
Congregation in the Sacrament of the Lora*s- 
Supper, repreſents or puts me in mind of the 
crucified Body and Blood of Chriſt; or rather 
of the Benefits of Chriſt's Death, which are 
Pardon of Sin, and a right to eternal bliſs : | 
And moreover, aſſures me, that if I eat and 
drink in this Sacrament, with unfeigned pur- 
poſe of Mind, to make conſcience of what- | 
ever Chriſt commands me, that the Benefits 
of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings, viz. God's 
Pardon, and a right to everlaſting Glory, 
ſhall as verily be applied to me, and become 
one with my Soul, as the Bread and Wine, 
which repreſent theſe Benefits, become one 
with my Subſtance. 1 Cor. 10. 16. 

6. That coming to the Lords-Supper, is 
the ſtrongeſt Engagement to a holy Life; be- 
cauſe I do there perſonally, freely, and ſo- 


lemnly, 
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J. lemnly, remember the Death of Chriſt, and 


that my Sins caus'd his Death; and do pro- 
teſt to allow myſelf no longer in them, but 
to imitate Chriſt Jeſus in his meekneſs, pa- 
tience, humility, charity, and goodneſs. 1 Cor. 


11. 245 25. F 


Conſe. How muſt theſe Sacraments be 
uſed, in order to thy preſent and everlaſt- 


ing comfort? 


Cbriſt. 1. As to Baptiſm, I muſt be bap- 
tized but once, becauſe that initiates and ad- 
mits me into the fellowſhip of Chriſtians, and 
gives me a right and title to the uſe and means 
of Grace; and this needs to be done but once: 
All that is to be done after this, is to keep a 


good Conſcience towards God, and towards 


Man in the uſe of thoſe means, according to 
the Promiſe made for me, when I was waſh'd 
with water. Eph. 4. 5. 

2. As to the Supper of the Lord, that re- 
quires my frequent coming, becauſe I ſtand 
in need of frequent renewing, not only to 
my repentance, and love to God, and charity 
of my neighbours ; but the motives and en- 
forcives to theſe Graces, whereof the remem- 


brance of the love of God in the death of 


Chriſt, is the greateſt, and moſt remarkable. 
1 Cor, 11, 26, | 
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A Preparatory Meditation to bring the 
M. ind into a ſerious Frame. 


Conſcience. 


S it not fit, Oh my Soul, thou: ſhouldſt 
pauſe a little on thy Redeemer's Death, 
ore thou goeſt to remember it with the 


g pation? There are thoſe Charms in 
that Death, which, if rightly griew'd, will 
be invincible Motives to thee to die to a fin- 


ful Life, and to embrace the holy Life of 
Jeſus. 
Shouldſt 


"3 
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Shouldſt not thou think? Shouldſt not 
thou cry? | 


O! that I had Wings like a Dove, that 
I might fly away to Golgotha, and behold the 
dreadful Spectacle of God crucify'd for the 
Sins of the Children of Men! A mighty 
Myftery this! To the Fews a Stumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs 3 what 
all the Fewiſh Rabbins could not fee, what 
the greateſt heathen Sages could not find out, 
that hath God revealed. O God thy Ways 
are not as our Ways, nor are thy Thoughts 
as our Thoughts. We entertain mean Ap- 


prehenſions of thee, ſuch as our narrow Un- 


derſtandings yield; but thou loveſt to do all 
Things contrary. to the Meaſures we poor 
Mortals take. This hath been thy Method 


ever ſince thou haſt thought fit to plant a 


Church in the World ! Thou didſt ſend Lot 
into Sodom, and, contrary to men's imagina- 
tion, didſt preſerve him from the infection 


of that beaſtly Crew. In the midſt of an ido- 


latrous country, thou didſt bid Elijah ſtand up, 
and declare thy name to the beſotted Hrae- 
lites : A Place where to own the true God, 
was fatal, and to make mention of thy Wor- 
ſhip, Hereſy : Where to profeſs the Faith, 
was counted madneſs, and not to imitate the 
luxury of the Age, a crime unpardonable. 
Among the wicked Men of Anathoth thou 
B 4 vs didſt 


* 
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didſt ſeparate Feremiab for the prophetick 
Office; and in the land of N, crouded with | 
Pagans and Infidels, gaveſt Fob a Heart to 
fear thy Providence.” Out of Uz, the metro- 
polis of Chaldean ſuperſtition, thou didft call 
the beloved Abraham, and vouchſafedſt to him 
the knowledge of thy Will, in a crooked and 
perverſe Generation. Thou didſt fill the baſh- 
ful Moſes with courage to talk to Kings, and 
a timorous Aaron, by thy Order, can con- 
troul Atheiſts and Idolaters. Thou loveft to 
create a beautiful World of nothing, and to 
call things that are, out of thoſe which do not 
appear. Thou loveſt to do things which to us 
ſeem impoſſibilities, and when the Fig-tree 
doth not bloſſom, loveſt to produce - moſt 
pleaſant fruit. When Calamities are become 
dangerous and paſt remedy, thou loveſt to 
ſhew thy healing Hand; and when no pro- 
babilities of help appear, declareſt thy Power 
and Glory. Thou loveſt to bring forth Grapes 
from Thorns, and Figs from Thiſtles; and 
- out of a barren Soil or curs'd ground, many 
times letteſt the richeſt Spices grow. When 
all mankind lay in darkneſs, and was covered 
. with the ſhadow of death; when Devils play'd 
about them, and the Furies of the burning 
Lake laid hold of them; when the fiery Dra- | 
gon was ready to devour them, and the od 
Serpent going to ſwallow up their Souls: Be- 
hold, thy Son appears from Heaven, * 
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the Powers of Darkneſs, and all immediately 
fall down before him, and tremble. 
1 
Ah! my deareſt Jeſu ! meekeſt of Kings, 
and fairer than all the children of men, I be- 


hold thee reigning and hanging on the Crols ! 


Reigning ; for in deſpite. of all the Re- 
proaches of thine Enemies, thou waſt ſtill the 
everlaſting King, and Saints and Angels bow- 
ed to thee; when thy Body was torn, bruiſed, 


and wounded on the Tree, their Reproaches 


could not dethrone thee, their virulent tongues 


could not make thee leſs than thou wert. Theſe 
impotent wretches might bark at the Sun, 
but could not eclipſe his glory. Thou couldit 


have deſtroy'd their tongues, but wouldſt 
not; and it was a royal a& not to-puniſh 
theni, when thou hadſt the greateſt provoca- 
tions. O my Lord! I fee thee blotting out 
the hand writing which was againſt me. How 


red were the characters | How bloody were 
the lines! Yet thy blood makes them as white 
as ſnow. W ii % 7 


O my Lord! I hear thy Words ſharper 
than any two- edged ſword, and piercing to 
the dividing aſunder of the bones and mar- 
row: I heard thy Complaints, which broke the 
rocks, and ſhook the earth, and ſhall not my 
heart be moved at them? For thee, the Son 
of God, to cry out, My Soul 15 exceeding for- 


. rawful, even unto Death ! Who can hear this? 


—..: WIo 
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Who can think of it, and not ſtand confound- 
ed! For Omnipotence to fink thus! For in- 
finite perfection to faint thus! For him that 
tate on the circle of the Earth, and before 
whom all nations were as Graſs-hoppers for 
him thus to ſwoon, thus to weep, thus to 
mourn ! What could be the reaſon ? O thou 
Prince of Peace! for the iniquity of thy peo- 
ple thou waſt ſtruck; for the fins of the world 
thou didſt ſuffer baniſhment, and waft uſed 
as if thou hadſt not been anointed with Oil, 
or been guilty of the crimes thy Foes accuſed 
thee of. The ſnares of Death did encompaſs 
thee, thy friends forſook thee, and thy heri- 
tage, like a Lion out of the wood, did roar 
againſt thee. O my bowels, be ye troubled 
at this remembrance! O my flinty heart, 


eanſt thou ſee thy Lord, as it were crucified * 
before thine eyes, and not break out into 
floods of tears! O Jeſu! Thou crieſt to thy 
Father, and he hears thee not! He ſeems to 


be cruel to his Son, and deaf to thy lamenta- 


ions! The Windows of Heaven ſeem to be 


Mut, and a veil to be drawn over all the joys, 


| 


and comforts, and conſdlations, that former- 


ly water'd and entiched thy Soul! See how 
dry, and barren, and burnt up, this pre- 
cious Soul appears. No ſhowers from above 


come down, no Sun ſhines upon it; the ſtars 
of Heaven with-hold their influence, and 
ſcarce an Angel will ſtir to thy * O 

| ou 
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thou who art all glorious within, and art thy- 
ſelf the Glory of the Univerſe! Were my 
fins laid in a balance, they would weigh hea- 


vier than the Sand on the Sea-ſhore ; and 


then what need I wonder that thou crieſt ſo 
loud under the heavy Load ? For the Ar- 
rows of the Lord ſtick in thee, and his Hand 


preſſes thee ore. 


IV. 
O bleſſed Nazarite ! Whiter than ſnow, 


brighter than the Sky, purer than the ſun : 


How is thy face disfigured with Grief ! How 
do thine Eyes languiſh ! How diſmal doſt 
thou appear Is this the face that was the per- 
fection of beauty? Is this the face that was 
once the defire of all nations ? Is this the face 


which ſo many Prophets and righteous Men 
have defired to ſce? Is this the face that 


Abraham longed to behold, and the Patri- 
archs were ambitious to have a view of? Is 


this the Face admired by Angels, and dread- 


ed by Devils? What is thy beloved more than 
another beloved ? O thou faireſt among wo- 
men ! Is this the mighty bridegroom of the 
Church, once transfigured on the holy Mount, 
whoſe Face did ſhine as the ſun, and his rai- 
ment became white as the Light? Is this he 
whom God anointed with the Oil of Gladneſs 
above his Fellows; whoſe Garments ſmell of 


Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia? And caſt ſuch a 
kent, that the daughter of Tyre came with 


2 
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a Gift, and the rich among the people en- 
treated his favour? How is he alter'd ? How 
is his Countenance changed? How is the gold 
become dim, and the ſine gold changed ? 
Yet ſtill thou art lovely to a Soul that ſees far- 
ther than the out- ſide. Still thou art a Cordial 
to fainting ſpirits: Still thou art a Fountain 
of living Waters: Still thou art the joy of the 
whole Earth, the light of Heaven, and the 
ſong of Sion. My thoughts, O Lord, ſhall 
follow thee to the Croſs: Methinks I ſee how 
thou art going to die; thou lookeſt back on 
thine Enemies, and notwithſtanding all their 
affronts, offereſt them mercy. O incompre- 
henſible goodneſs! Even then, when thou 
art lifted up to the infamous Tree, thou 
draweſt and inviteſt all Men to thee ; thou 
preacheſt on the Croſs,” and thy very wounds 
are Sermons to the children of Men; and thy 
Blood trickling down, is an Exhortation to 
Repentance. Surely it is good for me to ad- 
here unto thee, and to count it . to * 
Eparated from thee. | 
V. 
70 whither ſhall L'go but to thee, who haſt 
the words of eternal life? Thou art my Sun, 
by thee I ſhall be enlightened, by thee my 
Soul ſhall. be warm'd : O!] how comfortable 
are thy beams! What a. progreſs muſt that 
Soul make, on which thou ſhineſt, and dart- 
eſt thy glorious Rays * Fhou art that lofty 
Cedar, 
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Cedar, whoſe Boughs over-ſpread the believ- 
ing world. VI. 

Under the Shadow of that Tree will I reſt: 
It is for the healing of the nations. I will be 


glad in the Lord, and rejoice in my bleeding 


Jeſus. While the world deſpiſes, I will ho- 
nour thee; while great men paſs by and re- 
gard thee not, I, that am poor and eur. 
will wait to be refreſh'd by thee ! 

VII. 

Go, ye Fools be enamour'd with . your 
trifles, admire your butterflies, doat on your 
ſenſual pleaſures: Here is one that looks 
charming in his Tears, lovely in his Blood, 
amiable in his Wounds, and is more & 
in the midſt of all his Diſtreſſes, than the 


brighteſt virgin's Face, adorn'd with all the 


glitjering treaſures of the Zaſt. 
: VIII. 

O my ſtrength ! by thee I defire to be com- 
forted and ſupported. O! anoint my eyes 
with thy ſovereign eye-faive, and I ſhall ſee 
and live. O! that the clouds, which dwell 
on my _ underſtanding, were, diſperſed, that I 
might look upon thee ſtedfaſtly! O! then 
thou wouldſt appear more lovely to me on 
the Crols, than Creſus in his throne, or Solo- 


mon in all his 1 God. forbid that I ſhould 


glory in any thing, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt. 


In this, he hid vaſt treaſures of ſweetneſs! O 
my owes make me conformable to thy death, 


and 
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and give me leave to carry thy marks in my 

body : Let me be crucified with thee, and 
let Chriſt for ever live in me. 

IX. 

Canſt thou live in a Soul that hath abuſed 

thy merey, ſlighted thy patience, and ſo of- 
ten baffled the ſtratagems of thy compaſſion? 
I believe, Lord] O help my unbelief ! Thou 
cameſt to call, not the righteous, but fin- 
ners to repentance z- O then my huſband will 
love me, my Redeemer will come and live 
with me; for my repentings are kindled : 1 
hate the fins that have defiled my Soul! A- 
way, ye ſwine! here Devils muſt not come. 
I am to receive my Bridegroom into my 
heart. Come, Lord Jeſu! come quickly 
Thou art the welcomeſt Gueſt I know 
How happy ſhall-I be, if thou wilt lodge in 
this earthly Tabernacle : Happier, than if 
all the Angels of Heaven: took up their Ha- 
bitation here ! X. 
O ye beſotted Fews ! what makes you run 
ſo faſt tokill-the Lord of life? Ye cannot live 
without him, and what evil ſpint doth poſ- 
ſeſs you to kill and murder him? Can you 
think of his Miracles and do ſo? Can you re- 
flect upon his Doctrine, and attempt ſuch 
villanies? Can you remember how he taught 
you in the Temple, even to aſtoniſhment, and 
venture on ſuch proceedings? Can you call 
to mind how he hath purged your — CR 
| v 
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Devils, and your ſick of their Diſeaſes, and 
ſuffer the Devil to enter into you ? 
XI. 

O dreadful Spectacle! O] that my head 
were water! What ſhall I do to be clean? 
O thou that art purer than the Lillies ! purge 
me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh 
me, and my filthineſs ſhall not be ſeen! O, 
bathe me in the fountain open'd for the Houſe 


of Judab and Feruſalem, and T ſhall look fairer 


than the Children which fed on the Meat of 
the King of Babylon's Table. O my God, I 
thirſt for thee, as dry Land after Water. My 
Soul flies and flutters about, like Noa#'s 
Dove, and can find no reſt till it gets into the 
Ark. Great Gate of Mercy, open to me; 
hide me from the Wrath of an offended God, 
and make a covenant of Peace with me. Ah! 
who would not love thee, that hears thee 
pray for thy greateſt fee 
I. 
O lovely Bridegroom of my ſoul! wound 


my heart, that it may be fick of Love. How 


kind art thou, even to thy moſt hard-hearted 
Foes! What a motive is this to love thee! 
What needeſt thou care what becomes of ſtub- 


born finners ! Why ſhouldft thou trouble thy 


felf about wretches, that will have none of 
thee ; that will have their dirt, and dung, 
and traſh, and huſks, and prefer thoſe trifles 
before Heaven, and a Sea of Glory? N 


* 
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cCanſt live without the ſociety of men; at 
leaſt thou needeſt not ſuch company; yet 
thou longeſt for their pardon and happineſs 
as if they had been thy greateſt friends. Was 
ever goodneſs like this! O that my N 
and contemplations might be always buſy a 
bout this love ! This is no vulgar love: The 
love of David to Jonathan; the love of Ja- 
cob to Rachel ; the love of brethren, ſiſters, 
and friends, will bear no reſemblance here ! 
Moſes's love to the Ijraelites, for whoſe ſake, 
ſo as they might but continue in God's fa- 
vour, he was content to be blotted: out of 
God's Book; and St. Paul's wiſh to be even 
accurſed from Chriſt, for his kinſmen of the 
 Zewiſh nation: Theſe demonſtrations of their 
love come ſomewhat nearer ; but till th 
love, my deareſt Lord, ſurpaſſes all theſe, 
as the light of the ſun doth that of the moon 
and the leſſer ſtars. They borrowed their 
love from thine, and lighted their candle by 
thy brighter fire; that which was exceis of 
love in them, was but a ſpark of that chari- 
ty, which over-ſpread thy larger Soul. 

XIII. 

They did but with to die for the people ; ; 
thou didſt actually expire for their 0 Their 
love was confined to a ſingle nation; thine 
extended to the whole world: Theſe men 

were ſtill their friends, that they wiſh'd to be 
; maſcrable for; but thoſe. thou ſuffer'dſt for, 
were 


to thy people. 
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were thine enemies: Their love had great 
defects mingled with it; but thine was pure 
and ſpotleſs: Theirs had clouds and miſts to 
darken it; thine was all light and glory: 
Theirs was a ſudden tranſport, which might 
not laſt many days; but thine was conſtant 
to a miracle, and thoſe whom thou lovedſt, 
thou lovedſt unto the end. 
XIV. 
Great Emperor of ſouls! Thou hangeſt 


betwixt thieves, and not without reaſon ; for 


thou ſtealeſt the heart away. What heart can 


ſee thy beauty, and forbear being enamoured 


with it? Thou doſt raviſh my ſoul with thine 


eyes of pity. To ſee thee caſt a favourable 
look on ſuch a monſter as I am; who can 
forbear falling in love with ſo much clemen- 
cy? I am a captive in this world. The law 
of my members makes me-' captive to the 
law of fin; O] take me by force from that 
priſon; O! ſet me as a ſeal upon thy heart; 


rule thou in my members, erect a trophy over 


my head, and rejoice in conquering me. O 


let me be content to undergo the croſs and 


reproach with thee, that thou mayſt remem- 
ber me now thou art in thy kingdom; O! re- 
member me with the favour thou beareſt un- 


XV. 

O! my Jeſus! who can hear thee cry, 7 
thirſt, and not wiſh for rivers of tears! What 
canſt 


32 The Fire of the Altar. 


canſt thou thirſt for, but the ſalvation of 
mankind ? Thou cameſt for that Purpoſe 
from heaven; lefteſt thoſe brighter manſions 
to invite poor ſinners to the mighty banquet 
there. For this thou didft travel up and 
down, and enduredſt cold, and hunger, and 
wearineſs; for this thou wroughteſt miracles ; 
for this thou didſt intreat, rebuke, preach 
the word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; for 
this thou couldſt be content to want a place 
Where to lay thy head ; for this thou taught- 
eſt daily in the -temple ; ſometimes on the 
mount, ſometimes in a ſhip, ſometimes in a 
deſart; for this thy ſoul did long; for this 
thou ſufferedſt; for this thou waſt buffeted, 
beaten, bruiſed, and wounded ; even becauſe 
thou wouldſt not give over calling poor de- 
Juded finners to a ſenſe of their duty; for 
this thou thirſtedſt here : The rude multi- 
tude fancied, it was either water or ſome cor- 
dial thou wiſhedſt for: They meaſured thy 
condition by their own ſenſual appetite : 


But they were pufer defires that glowed in 
thy breaſt. It is water indeed thou thirſtedſt 


for; but ſuch water as David made his bed 
to ſwim in. The Tears of a penitent ſoul 
are the wine thou longeſt for; they are the 
drink the Son of God thirſts after. Weep, 
weep, mine eyes, that the Lord Jeſus may 
drink, and be fatisfied! O Lord, I have 
given thee gall to drink, I have offered * 
| the 
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the cup of trembling and aſtoniſhment. Ah 
bitter! Ah! wretched drink! worſe than 
the fouleſt ditch-water ! Drink, my deareſt 
Lord, drink of the brook by the way. 
Drink of theſe tears: Drink of this holy 
water I do ſhed. Oh! it is the ſweat of a 
griev'd ſoul, of a ſoul weary of fin, and 
heavy laden with the ſenſe of it! My heart 
melts, my ſoul diffolves at the thoughts of 
follies. Drink up this heart of mine, 
and let it mingle with thy bowels of mercy. 
Here, Lord, accept of the vows I offer 
thee ! Behold and viſit this vine, which thine 
own right-hand hath planted. Shine upon 
it, Lord, let it bring forth pleaſant grapes, 
no more grapes of the vine of Sodom, bur 
grapes ſweet, and which may cheer the heart 
of God and man. 
XVI. 


The Drink-Offerings I bring to thee, 
are inſatiable defires after thee, the moſt 
fervent breathings of my heart after thy 
grace and mercy. Oh! receive them gra- 
ciouſly, and love me freely. I bring no 
rivers of oil, no rams, no bullocks with 
horns and hoofs. Thou deſireſt not fa- 
crifice, elſe I would give it thee ; thou de- 
lighteſt not in burnt-offerings : Thou wilt 
take no bullock out of my houſe, nor 
he goats out of my folds; for every beaft 
of the foreſt is thine, and ſo is the cat- 
rf tle 
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tle upon a thouſand hills. Thou knoweſt al! 
the fowls of the mountains, and the wild 
beaſts of the field are thine : If thou wert 
hungry, thou wouldſt not tell me; for the G 
world 1s thine, and the fulneſs thereof. Thou 
wilt not eat the fleſh 'of bulls, nor drink the h 
blood of goats; but the Offerings thou ex- 
pecteſt, are Thankſgivings, and paying my \ 
r 
U 
If 


rit 


humble vows to thy divine Majeſty, and 
calling upon thee in the day of trouble. O 
my God, my ſoul fainteth for thee, When 
ſha!l I come to appear before thee ? My ſoul 
is caſt down within me; When wilt thou com- 
fort me? I long for thy ſalvation: I hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs : I ſee. beauty 
and ſplendor, and excellency in it; and 
would feign be cloathed with that ornament, 
Thou deſerveſt my ſtrongeſt deſires, my 
moſt vigorous breathings, my moſt lively 
pantings after thee. Not to long after thee, 
is to be a ſtranger to real bliſs; not to follow 
hard after thee, is to be ignorant of thy 
riches, and the plenty of thy houſe. But 
what do I talk of defires of a ſingle heart? 
Would to God that all mankind might offer 
unto thee: their reaſonable ſervice, thou de- 
ſerveſt it, and deſerveſt all the love of an- 
gels too. But thou deſireſt nothing ſo much 
as the hearts of the children of men. The 
angels are happy already, only mankind lies 
ingulfed in miſery; and ſo great is thy cha- 
0 rity, 
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rity, that, having taken their nature u 
thee, thou wouldeſt willingly make them 
equal with angels „ | 
VII. 

Great darling of the Holy Trinity, what 
haſte doſt thou make to die 

How doſt thou run to redeem the Sons of 
Men! Nothing can hold thee, nothing can 
reſtrain thee z not thy own greatneſs, not thy 
Majeſty, not thy being the Son of God, not 


| love to thy own preſervation. Thou lovedſt 


me better than thyſelf. How didſt thou fly 
to my deliverance! How thou leapeſt in to 
prevent my hurt! No devils can fright thee, 
no danger terrify thee, - no pain diſcourage 
thee, no anguiſh make thee afraid. Thou 
longeſt *til] the great work be done. The 
other malefactors, that were crucified with 
thee (What honour had theſe wretches, ind 
yet were not ſenſible of it! One, at laſt, opens 
his eyes and ſees it, and ſtands amaz d: Theſe) 
held out longer on the gibbet, but thou bid- 
deft death come away, and ſeize thy life 
It is a pleaſure to thee to die. O] ſurprizing 
mercy ! Other men ſeek to eſcape death as 
long as they can; they run away from the 
ſight of the monſter : If they do but ſee the 
ſhadow : of it, they tremble, and to them 
death is truly a king of terrors. Thou goeſt 
out to meet it as that which muſt put an 
end to thy ſufferings and my miſery. 0 is 

| eath 
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death to thee not to die. Thou chideſt it 
for ſtaying. Thou haſt a baptiſm to be bap- 
tized with, and, Oh! what wouldſt thou, that 
it were accompliſned! 

XVIII. 

Ah! my Lord! I ſee thy dying Lips, 
from which dropped Speeches ſweeter than 
Honey and the Honey-comb. Death is go- 
ing to cloſe them up, yet, O vouchſafe me 
a Look that may refreſh my Soul. And now 
the Glory is departed from Iſrael : The Savi- 
our of the World gives up the Ghoſt! O 
let me die with thee! O! draw me after thee, 


and 1 ſhall live! I wonder not, that the graves 


open at thy death, and the rocks rend, and 
the ſun hides his Face; but I wonder the whole 
earth did not diſſolve, and nature itſelf did not 
run into his primitive chaos and confuſion. 

| XIX. 

O! my crucify'd Maſter! How ill art thou 


rewarded for thy kindneſs ? Thou waſt eyes 


to the blind, and feet to the lame; thou waſt 


a'father to the poor, and a ſtaff tothe aged ; 
thou didft cauſe the widow's heart to fing for 
Joy ; thou didſt deliver the poor that cried, 
the fatherleſs, and him that had no helper. 
Unto thee men gave ear, and waited, and 
kept filence at thy counſel; after thy words 
they ſpeak not again, and thy ſpeech drop- 
ped upon them: The naked decked themſelves 
with the wool of thy ſheep, and thy door 
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tit was opened to the weary traveller. But now, 
they that are younger than thee, have thee in 
hat derifion; and they that were children of tools, 
children of baſe men, men viler than the 
earth, gape upon thee. Thou art their ſong, 
and art become their by-word. They abhor 
thee, and flee far from thee, and ſpare not to 
70- ſpit in thy face. They mar thy path, they 
me ſet forward thy calamity. Terrors are turn- 
\w | ed upon thee, they purſue thy ſoul as the 

i wind, and thy welfare paſſes away as a cloud. 

XX. 

Oh! infinite patience! yet theſe ſinners are 
offered falvation by him whom they abuſed 
thus. Salvation! what do I hear! Oh! then 
there is hopes for me, for I have been one of 
thy enemies! I have mocked thee by my fins; 
I have derided thy ſufferings, by my contempt 
of thy laws; I have ſcorned thee, by prefer- 
ring my own will before thine ; I have ſpit 
upon thee, by my filthy communications; I 
have abuſed thee, by ſheltering my fins un- 
der thy croſs; I have diſhonoured thee by my 
life, diſgraced thee by my careleſſneſs, buf- 
fetted thee by my impatience, affronted thee 
by my pride, made light of thy power and 
goodneſs by my miſtruſt of thy providence, 
undervalued thy love by my affection to va- 
nity ; and yet thou ſtretchęſt forth thine arms 
to lay hold on me, art loth to ſee me periſh, 
unwilling to ſee me undone, and proclaimeſt 


mercy 
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mercy to a forlorn wretch | Bleſſed news! O 
King of Kings, thou crieſt, 17 is fulfilled ; the 
work is done, the vaſt work of redemption ; 


now the Father's anger is broke, now the 


flood-gates of indignation are ſhut ; now hea- 
ven ſtands open; now thy Father's boſom is 
offer'd to all that thirſt after thee. 

XXI. 


Hear this, all ye priſoners! Liſten to this 


meſſage, ye guilty ſouls! Come all that are 


laden with a ſenſe of fin! Open the door 
Throw off your chains! Run to this rock ! | 
Make haſte to this fountain! Kiſs this fon ! Þ 
Make much of this light! Embrace this mer- | 
cy! Do you diſpute the thing? Do you queſ- 
tion whether you ſhall do it or no? Is it poſ- 
ſible you can ſtand out? Is it poſſible you can 
demur upon it? Is it poſſible your hearts do 
not turn within you ? Can you refuſe your 


cordial ? Neglect the medicine that muſt re- 


cover you? Slight the remedy that muſt fetch 
you to life again? O Jeſu ! Thou haſt done | 


all things well! Thou haſt made the blind to 


ſee, 98 Fg dumb to ſpeak, and the deaf to 


hear. * 1 thou my lips, and my mouth 


mall — h thy praiſe. Open thou mine 


ears, and let me 7 thy loving kindneſs be- 
times in the morning. O! open thou mine 


eyes, and I ſhall fre how ſweet and gracious | 


thou art. 


"8 XXII. O! | 
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O! my life! thou diedſt ; and, dying ful- 
filledſt thy Father's will; for indeed it was fit 
that one man ſhould die for the people, and 
that the whole nation periſh not. Ah! What 
would mankind have done, if thou hadeſt 
not paid the ranſom ? Whither muſt they 
have fled for Refuge, if thou hadeſt not given 
! thyſelf a Sacrifice? They muſt have wandered 
about in Caves and Dens, deſtitute, torment- 
ed, afflicted, diſconſolate; lived in perpetual 
fear of death, and the dreadful conſequences 
of it. Death muſt have been for ever a King 
of Terrors to them : If they had but looked 
upon that hell that death would have opened 
into, how could they have but lived in per- 
petual horror! There could have been no 
hope of mercy, no probability of Bliſs; their 
ſouls would have been in eternal confuſion, 
always doubting, always afraid, always up- 
on the Rack. O! my Jeſu! thou, through 
death, haſt delivered them, who, through 
fear of death, were all their Life-time ſubje& 
to Bondage! Thou haſt knocked off their 
ſhackles, looſed their bonds, freed their ſouls, 
ſet their ſpirits at liberty! I feel the power of 
thy death. My heart takes courage; O let 
me riſe with thee to eternal life! O let me not 
lie in the mire, but ſet my feet upon a rock, 
and eſtabliſh my goings. I have gone aſtray, 
>! | N — "2k 
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Uke a loſt ſheep, O ſeek thy ſervant, that I 
may not forget thy Commandments. - ' 
# n. | 

Thou art the Bread which came down from 
heaven, and with the bread in the Euchariſt, 
thou offereſt me all the benefits of thy death 
and paſſion; ſuch a feaſt haſt thou prepared 
for me! Such a table haſt thou ſpread for 
me! My ſoul is invited to ſup with the Lamb 
that was ſlain! What an honour is this! What 
a condeſcenſion is it! In this Sacrament thou 
erecteſt a banner for me, biddeſt me fit 
under thy Vine, and ftrengthen myſelf with 
the fruit that drops from it. Were all the 
fiſhes of the ſea, and all the fowls of the air, 
and all the beafts of the field, dreſſed for my 
entertainment, it would not be ſo much as 
this plain, but heavenly diet is! Tell not me 
of Belſhazzar*s Banquet, nor of Ahaſuerus's 
feaſt, nor of the rich man's curious diſhes,. 
they are all ſcraps and offal to this entertain- 
ment. Here my bleſſed Redeemer courts my 
ſoul: here he makes love to a miſerable ſin- 
ner: Here he preſents me with the riches of his 


merits: No African gold, no Eaſtern pearls, 
no Indian ſtones, are to be compared with | 
theſe. Here the Lord of glory offers to mar- | 
ry me, to unite me to him, to make an ever- | 


laſting covenant with me, promiſes to en- 
dow me with all his goods, a ring on my 
finger, and bids me lie in his boſom. This 
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is honour, this is glory, this is preferment, 
which no royal courts can give, no Solomon 
can afford, no Emperor grant, no Monarch 
confer, no King beſtow. This is the mighty 
Wedding feaſt, at which the bleſſed Angels 
wait; how can they forbear being there, 
where their Maſter is preſident and director 
of the banquet? This puts me in mind of all 
the admirable things thou haſt done for me z 
in this bread are contracted all the dainties 
and delicacies imaginable. 

XXIV. 

O wonderful love, that waſt not content to 
be known to me, but art willing to give thy 
ſelf for food to me] What pains doſt thou 
take to melt my ſtubborn heart! Thou art 
willing to live in me : Thou art willing to be 
one with me, that I may not warp from thee. 
Thou art willing to be my meat and drink 

not only my King to protect me, not only my 
Father to tender me, not only my Maſter to 
take care of me, not only my Saviour to ſnatch 
me out of the burning lake, not only my Me- 
diator to ſecure me againſt heaven's venge- 
ance, but my diet too: thou ſeeſt my ſoul 
wants meat proper for her nature: Alas! the 
world cannot be that meat; that's an hetero- 
geneous thing; as well may Angels feed on 
hay or graſs, as my ſoul on things that profit 
not. That which my ſoul muſt feed on, muft 
be ſomething ſpiritual. Thou, O Jeſu! art 

C2 | that 
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that great ſpiritual object my ſoul muſt fix 
on, nothing elſe will content it; and when 
my thoughts contemplate thee, when my 
ſoul meditates of thy charity, when my at- 
fections love thee, when my deſires long for 
thee, when my will ſubmits to thy eaſy 
yoke, when all my faculties delight in thee, 
when thou appeareſt lovely and charming, 
and amiable to my mind, then, then my ſoul 
hath its proper food; then it is like to live, 
then it is in a way to thrive, then it proſpers, 
then it grows, then it gets a chearful look, 
then the angels viſit it; the world perfectly 
ſours it, ſenſual pleaſures ruin it, carnal ſatis- 
factions make it meagre. Thou, O Lord, 
thou alone canſt make it flouriſh like the 
palm-tree, and fatisfy it with the rivers of 
thy pleaſure. 
XXV. 

O! my Lord, how ſweet it is to ſuck ho- 
ney out of this rock | Thy bread ſtrengthens 
to a miracle, and thy blood makes ſouls 
drunk. It is as the dew of Hermon, and as 
the dew that deſcends on the mountains of 
Zion; for there the Lord commanded the 


bleſſing, even life for evermore. O my God, 
I care not for Abanah and Pharpar now, nor 
for the rivers of Damaſcus. I will ſtand under 
thy croſs and open my mouth. O do thou 
fill it! while others go to rejoice in their 
corn, and wine, * oil, I will go to the ſup- 
51 $ | Per 
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per of the Lamb, Here, Lord, here is my 


heart, ready to receive the heavenly food 


thou offereſt me. Awake, thou eternal ſpi- 
rit, awake, blow upon my garden, that the 
ſpices may flow out! O let this Manna fatis- 
fy my taſte, that I may forget the fleſh-pots 
of Egypt. Behold, Lord, here I make a 
vow, that if thou wilt give me this bread to 
eat, which endures to everlaſting life, thou 
ſhalt be my God, I will ſerve no other Gods 


but thee, thou ſhalt command my heart, 


my deſires, and my Affections; and with- 
out thee, no paſſion ſhall lift up its hand, or 


foot in all the and of Goſhen ; I will ſet thee 
over all that I have, and all ſhall be at thy 
: diſpoſe. ; | 


Chriſt. 1 feel my heart warmed with this 
conſideration. I will now turn aſide, and ſee 
this great ſight, who it is that hangs upon 
the croſs, and bleeds for my Sins. it is 
the Son of God; he that was in the form of 


God, and thought it no robbery to be equal 


with God, but made himſelf of no reputa- 


tion, and took upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, and became obedient to the death of 


the croſs, that I might be made the righte- 


ouſneſs of God through him, 
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F the Particulars to be obſerved before 
we come to the Lord's Table. © 


Conſcience, 


UT is there nothing elſe to be done by 
way of preparation for this blefſed Sa- 
crament ? 
1 


Chriſt. O yes! For I muſt firſt retire 
ſometimes, and celebrate, and admire. the 
love of God to me in Chriſt Jeſus, in ſome 
ſueh teflections as theſe : ED: 

Be aſtoniſhed, ye heavens, ſtand amazed 
ye choirs of angels, at the condeſcenſion of 
my God. I have betrayed him to the Phi- 
liſtines ; yet he loves the miſerable wretch, 


redeem him. 5 | 

© God; what doſt thou ſee in me, nothing 
but miſery, nothing but rags, nothing but 
poverty, and yet thou loveſt me? 


I am but duft and aſhes, and will God | 


vouchſafe a gracious look to ſo mean an ob- 
ject? O ſovereign Being! dideſt thou ever 
behold a viler creature than I am ? And wilt 
thou go out of the common road of we, 
an 


and fo loves him, that he gives his Son to 


Ire 
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and ſpread thy garments over me, and offer 
me thy friendſhip ? 

O love! which Cher«bims admire, and 12 
raphims adore! It paſſes underſtanding; 
goes beyond my cognizance; it — 
my reaſon. I admire the love of a prince to 
a ſubject; but that will bear no reſemblance 
to this love 


God might have triumphed in my groans, 
glorified. his juſtice by my ftripes ; but pity 


abounds in him, it hath no banks, it flows at 


large, it is extended. even to the moſt abject 
creature as I am.. 

O love | how humble art thou! How vio- 
lent art thou ! Thou breakett through all the 
clouds of heaven to come down. Thou fore- 


— the — of Greatneſs and Majeſty, to 


ory. That the eternal Son of 
God hold 7 fleſh upon him, and die to- 


give life to the world! Oh, where can I pa- 
rallel this love ! 


] will ſing of love, I will ſpeak of love, 


I will think of love, my very dreams, were 
it poſſible, ſhould be employed about it. O 


that I could write panegyricks of it! were 


not my tongue confined, it ſhould do nothing 


elſe but talk of love. 

Here is love, to which all natural ſym 
thies muſt vail. I fee no end thereof; the 
ther I go in the ſearch, the more I loſe my- 
ſelf : But how ſhould 2 creature find ont the 


he fr. 


end of that. which is infinite? Where 


— — 
rr 


46 The Fire of the Altar. 


Where ſhall I find out the ſpring of this 
mighty ſtream ? Where ſhall I find the be- 
ginning of it? Alas! the line of reaſon is too 
hort! There is no fathoming of this depth! 
Who can ſearch into the receſſes of eternity? 
In the vaſt abyſs the head of this great river 
lies; but who ſhall dive into it? It is enough 
that I am ſo happy as to be acquainted with 
it: It is enough that the Almighty hath re- 
vealed it unto babes; even ſo, Father, it ſeem- 
ed good in thy fight. I can give no reaſon of 
it. Thy love, Lord, was the cauſe of this love 
thy love was the motive! Nothing elſe could 
be any enforcive. I am ſenſible thou art mer- 
- crful,, becauſe thou wilt be merciful. 
O, thou eternal wiſdom, whom the Lord 
poſſeſſed in the beginning of his way before his 
works of old, who waſt ſet up from everlaſt- 
ing, from the beginning, or ever the earth 
was; when there were no depths, thou waſt 
brought forth, when there were no fountains 
abounding with water, before the mountains 
were ſettled, before the hills, waſt thou brought 
forth, while as yet he had not made the earth, 
nor the fields, nor the higheſt part of the duſt 
of the world; thou waſt there when he pre- 
the heavens, when he ſet a compaſs up- 
- on the face of the depth, when he eſtabliſned 
the clouds above, when he ſtrengthened the 
deep, when he gave to the ſea his decree, that 
the waters ſhould not paſs his EN: 


A wont A 
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O thou who waſt by him, as one brought 
up with him, who waſt daily his delight, re- 
joicing always before him, enlighten my 
mind, that I may have clearer appeetention 
of his charity. 

Ariſe my thoughts ! Awake up my glory ! 
See, O my ſoul, how that love ſmiles upon 
thee ! See how bright, how clear, how charm- 
ing it is! See how devils tremble at it; ſee 
how they grin and fret, to think they muſt 
have no ſhare in it ! See what glorious beams 
it darts on penitent finners ! See how it warms 


their hearts! See how it follows them, how 


loth it is to leave them] See how it adjures 
them, and how importunate it is with them, 
to ſuffer themſelves to be conquered by it. 
| 1 f 

I muſt examine myſelf, not only what, and 
where, and when, and how, I have (eſpecially 


of late) been acting againſt God, and affront- 


ed his goodneſs, mercy, and patience; and 
what ſorrow, grief, and fear, theſe particu- 
lar offences have cauſed in me: but whether 
Iam unfeignedly reſolved to part with all theſe 
particular ſins, I am moſt prone and inclined 
to; whether my heart and purpoſe be fixed 
to know the will of God, and to do it; whe- 
ther I do fincerely,, and without. reſervation, 
intend," for the future, to prefer God's will 
before my will, and his favour before the fa- 
vour of men; and whether 1 do in good 

C5 earneſt 


48 The Fire of the Altar. 

neſt deſign to forego my profit, gain, or inte- 

reſt; in the n E any thing, 
wilfully, that is diſpleaſing to God; whether 

I do truly prize the love of God above all the 

riches of this world, and ſee greater beauty 

in that holineſs to which I am invited by this 
love, than in all the gaudies and ſatisfaction 
of the world. And if I do, and my con- 
ſcience bears me witneſs of it, I may chear- 
fully go to the Lord's Table, and expect the 
benefits that are ——_ there. 

| II. 

If I have done any ſignal wrong to my 
neighbour, I muſt make him either reſtitu- 
tion or ſatisfaction; at leaſt there muſt be a 
willing mind to do it, as ſoon as my preſent 
circumſtances will bear it: I muſt either re- 
ſtore to him what I have cheated or wronged 
him in, or have ſecretly and againſt his will 
taken away from him; or, if I am not able 
to reſtore, make confeſſion of the fault, and 
beg his forgiveneſs; I muſt be reconciled to 
him, if I have offended him, or given him 
juſt occaſion to be angry; and if after that 
attempt he will ſtill keep his anger, I have 
delivered my own ſoul. 

I muſt let my neighbour know that I do as 
truly forgive him, as T hope to be forgiven of 
Chriſt Jeſus ; and am as ready to give, as my 

neighbour to aſk my pardon. 


I 
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I muſt remember how God hath entailed 


his pardon upon mine; and if I forgive not 


from my heart, neither will my heavenly Fa- 
ther forgive my treſpaſſes. If I have abuſed 
my neighbour, either in words or deeds, and 
he either hath received or is like to receive any 
prejudice by it, I muſt not be aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge my error ; but prefer a quiet con- 
ſcience before my reputation in the world. 
91 IV. 

T muft ſurvey the bitter ſufferings of my 
hleſſed Saviour, as they are laid down and de- 
ſcribed by the Evangeliſts. I muſt follow him 
into the garden of Geibſemane, and go up 
with him to the mount of Olives, and there 
behold how his heart was troubled, and how 
the fears of death fell upon him; how his ſoul 
was filled with ſorrow, and how his life drew 
near unto the grave ; how he trod the wine- 
preſs of God's anger alone, and humbled him- 
ſelf before his Father; how, as Man, he beg- 
ped that the cup might paſs from him, and 
yet, -as Mediator, freely confented to his Fa- 
ther's will; how diftreſs and anguiſh came up- 
on him, and in the midft of thoſe miſeries the 
weary diſciples fell afleep : how he wept, and 
mourn*d, and ſweat drops of blood; and how- 
hell opened her mouth upon him; how he bore 
dur griefs, and took the chaſtiſement of our 
peace upon him; how he drank of the bitter 
cup, and his heart within him became as 
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melting wax; how he was led to Anas, and ta 
he to whom all the angels in heaven bowed, ne 
ſtood before a ſinful Man; how from Annas n 
he was dragged to Caiaphas, and, like a lamb, 0 
led to the ſlaughter; how he was accuſed 
before Pontius Pilate, and there beſpattered 
with all the ill language that men or devils 
could invent; how he was ſet at nought by 
Herod, and in ſcorn, decked with a purple 
robe ; how from thence he returned to P:- 
late, and thereupon was ſcourged, and crown- 
ed with thorns ; how after this he bore his 
roſs, and was actually crucified ; how he 
was made to drink gall and vinegar,. and, at 
laſt, bowed the head and diet. 
But then, I muſt not only barely ſurvey 

theſe ſufferings, but reflect, at the ſame time, 

upon my fins that procured them; and ac- 

cuſe, not only my groſſer fins, if I have been 

guilty of any, but my leſſer errors of uſing 

the Son of God ſo barbarouſly. I muſt not 

reflect upon his bloody ſweat, without think- 

ing of my proud thoughts, and ſpeeches, and 
actions, that pulled it on him; nor upon his 
wounds, without beating my breaſt for my 

envy, and malice, and revengeful deſires, 

that cauſed them; nor upon the crown of 
thorns, without deteſting my intemperance, 

and ſiniſter deſigns in doing good, and affec- 

tation of vain- glory, that fet it on his head; 

nor on the nails that tore his fleſh, without 
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taking a view of my pettiſhneſs, and peeviſh- 
neſs, and impatience, which ſtruck them in ; 
nor upon the ſpear that opened his fide, with- 
out entertaining ſome diſmal thoughts of my 
negle& of meditation, and prayer, and fer- 
vency of ſpirit, and pious diſcourſes, and 
bearing of injuries, and holy, heavenly 
thoughts; nor upon his tears, without look- 
ing ſtern upon my ſlight and ſuperficial per- 
formances: For all theſe helped towards his 
death and agonies. 1 


1 ͤmuſt ſhew my willingneſs to imitate 
Chriſt Jeſus, by doing ſome good work, if 
health and ſtrength do give me leave. This 
muſt be the firſt-fruits of my future treading 
in his ſteps, and will make my coming to the 
holy ſacrament more comfortable. ? muſt, 
in this, imitate the woman that . poured out 
the ointment on Chriſt's head, before his ſuf- 
ferings began; and Chriſt himſelf who waſh- 
ed his diſciples feet before he refreſhed their 
fouls with he holy ſacrament. I muſt either 
free ſome priſoner, if it lie in my power, to 
teſtify my acknowledgment of the mercy 
Chriſt ſhewed me, in freeing. me from the 
bondage of the devil; or relieve ſome poor 
family, to expreſs my ſenſe, of Chriſt's re- 
lieving my ſoul in the greateſt trait 3 or, 
impart. ſome good counſel to a wicked and care- 
4 e to ſhew how kind Chriſt was, 

in 
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in viſiting me with his admonitions; or v/t 
ſome fick perſons that are under great diſtreſs, 
and comfort them, or help them, or give 
them, or procure them,. ſome phyfick that 
may do them good; if they be needy, to 
ſhew how ſenſible Lam of Chrift's being my 
phyſician : Or forgive ſome ſmall debt a poor 
man owes me, to ſhew how I -rejoice at 
Chriſt's forgiving me ten thouſand talents ; 
or viii a man that hates me, and behave my- 
ſelf moſt courteouſly to him, to ſee whether his 
heart will melt, and come to a better temper, . 
thereby to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt's love 
to me, that has been his enemy; ot give a 
good book to one that hath no money to bu one, 
to ſhew my ſenſe of Chriſt's feeding me with 
the word of life; or denying myſelf in a law- 
ful recreation, or lawful ornament, or lawful 
meal, to ſhew I am ſenſible how Chriſt hath 
dented himſelf for my ſake; or pray earneſtly 
for the Converſion of a perſon I have no de- 
quaintance with, and whom I hear to be 
very vicious, to expreſs my ſenſe of * Chriſt's 
care of my falvation. (VL II 
| I. 
I muſt frequently pray, that God would 
give me a heart to breathe and pant after 
him 4 and, particularly, a heart to eſteem 
and prize his love, manifeſted in his ſacra- 
ment, above all the pleaſures of this world: 
That he would give me a faith active and vi- 
* gorous, 


berge what is be 


; neglected ſuch a ſelf-denial, to neglect it no 
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gorous, and which 77 bag ſs through all im- 
pediments, and my * and life, and 
deg it: That he would give 
me a contrite ſpirit, and grace to tremble- 
at his word and threatenings: That he would 
give me courage to undervalue and deſpiſe 
the world, and the glories and vanities of it: 
That he would give me a burning zeal to his 
glory, a tranſcendent love to his name, and 
ways, and ordinances : That he would male 
me ſincere in devotion, in prayer, and in all 
good works, and baniſh from me all ſiniſter. 
and worldly ends and deſigns in holy per- 
formances : That he would give me, firſt, 
reſolution to 1mitzte the ſaints of old, and 
the, beſt examples at this day, and to ſt 
my ears againſt all the ſuggeſtions of fle 
and blood to the contrary :* That he would 
give me a mind, which may delight in 
contemplating the divine goodneſs and per- 
fection, and would teach me the great art of 
ſelf· reſignation, of truſting him with my ſoul. 
and body, and of relying entirely upon his. 


providence, 
VII. 


I muft reſolve (and unfeignedly upon my. 
bended knees, or in a very ſolemn manner) 
to watch and ftrive, for the future, againſt 
thoſe particular fins, and errors, and finful 
mclinations'I am moſt inclined to; if I have 
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more; if I have been guilty of ſuch acts of 
pride, envy, and ill- nature, to be guilty of 
them no more; if I have been careleſs and 
ſlovenly in my prayers, to be ſo no more; if 
I have pleaſed myſelf with vain thoughts, to 
pleaſe myſelf. with them no more; if I have 
delighted in fine cloaths, to delight in them 
no more; if I have been falſe to my yows 
and promiſes, to be falſe to them no more; 
if I have made nothing of ill names and ill 
language, to dread it like poiſon for the fu- 
ture: I muſt reſolve to mortify ſuch a habit 
of ſin with rigours, with being unkind to my 
fleſh, with faſting, and with mul&s of mo- 


ney : If I commit but a ſingle act of fin, I 


muſt reſolve to uſe the proper means to ſub- 
due ſuch a corruption; I muſt reſolve to a- 
void that company where I am and have been 
apt to yield to a certain fin ; I muſt reſolve 
to ſpend my time better; and if I have ſpent 
too much of it in drefling, in pleaſure, in 
cards and dice, Sc. to do ſo no more; 
whatever diſgrace, diſreſpect, or frowns, I 
may meet with from the world, or from 
mine acquaintance; and if I have been care- 
leſs of meditating and being ſerious on the 
Lord's day, to make a better improvement 
of that day. And I muſt ſo reſolve, as to 
think myſelf, concerned to fulfil and perform 
my ſolemn reſolution, unto which I have 


called God as a witneſs. ' 
ith VIII. I 
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55 
VIII. 5 
I muſt watch againſt all things that would 
diſcompoſe and diforder my mind, put me 
into a rage and paſſion, and make me peeviſh 
and diſcontented, and conſequently unfit for 


the worthy receiving of this Sacrament. I 


muſt labour to preſerve a calmneſs and ſere- 
nity of mind; and that neither multitude of 
worldly buſineſs do diſtract me, nor injuries 
paſt and gone diſcompoſe me, or put me into 


impatient thoughts and expreſſions, nor pre- 


ſent diſappointments do rob me of my quiet. 
I muſt watch againſt impediments, that would 


tempt me to delay my coming to this Table, 


and take heed I do not yield to temptations, 
that would make me neglect the opportunity 


put into my hand of making my peace with 


God and mine own Conſcience. I muſt re- 
jet ſuggeſtions of this nature, and regard 
more the neceſſary concerns of the foul, 


than things that, at the beſt, are but ſenſual 


ſatisfactions. 


HA. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the ' Particulars to be obſerved when 


we are at the Lord's Table. 


Conſcience. 


# Foie what muſt thy thoughts be, and 
what frame muſt thy heart be in, woken 
thou comeſt to the holy table of the Lord ? 
Chrift. I muſt, 
Employ my ſoul in holy Ejacu'ations, ſuch 
as theſe :: 
* 


O! Who will give me to cbink of the 
water of the Well of Bethlehem | Where- 
with ſhall T come before the Lord ! How 
mall I bow myſelf before the moſt High! 
Shall I come before him with burn. Offerings, 
with calves of a year old? 


O my Lord Thou haſt ſhewed me what 
is good ; and what doſt thou require of me, 


but to do juſtly, to ſhew mercy, and to walk. 
humbly with my God? 


O my God! I bring an humble heart, a 
foul —. deſires to lie low before thee; a ſoul 


that longs to be clean, and to be waſhed in 
the Blood of the 1 a ſoul weary of ſin, 


that ſees no o comfort. no ſatisfaction, no con- 
tent 
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tent in things below, but beholds afar off 
the treaſures of confolation that lie hid in 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 

Theſe are things to be defired : Theſe are 
mercies worth having : Theſe enrich bank- 
rupt ſouls : With theſe, pardon 1s: purchaſed, 
and heaven is procured. O give me a title 
to them | Thou that art the true morning- 


ſtar, O ſhine upon me! O enlighten me! O 


let me feel thy comfortable beams! Theſe 
burn not, theſe ſcorch not; but ſanctify, 
and poliſh, and adorn. 

I have ſeen an end of all perfection; but 
thy merits are. exceeding broad ; they en- 
large heaven, ſubdue death, conquer hell, 
expel devils, and make God my friend. 

How have I doated on the vanities of this 
world | they are bubbles all | But thou, ſweet 
Jeſu, art perfect beauty, a fountain of joy, 
which never wants water, never dries up, 
never fails, and never dies. 

How much better is it to be here in the 
courts of the Lord, than in the tents of the 
proudeſt monarchs! one day here is better 
than a thouſand elſewhere. 

Here God bows to poor ſinners | Here in- 
finite Majeſty converſes with duſt and aſnes 
Here the King of heaven is not aſhamed to 
call ſuch poor worms, as we are, Brethren. 

How different are the ways of God from. 
theways of men! They ſhun a Lazarus, and. 
a: 
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a beggar ; God receives them; and the ſou] 
that is ſenſible of her poverty, and begs to 
be enriched, is refreſhed by him, and invited 
into his Boſom. . 

How lovely art thou, my great Redeemer 
How amiable! How kind ! How beautiful 
Therefore do the virgins love thee. 
Could there be greater love, than to ſpill 
thy Blood for me? Could there be greater 
charity, than to die for me? What miracles 
of mercy are theſe ? | 

I come to beg an Alms at thine hands; 
it is too great a gift for me to aſk, but not 
_ great for thee to give; for it is thyſelf 
F g. ; 

O warm my heart! Touch it with a coal 
from the Altar! O kindle holy Fire in my 
:breaft ! Burn up the droſs and tin there, and 
let nothing but pure gold remain; let love 
prevail: O change my heart into fervent 
love, and turn all my faculties into charity ! 

| | II. | 

I muſt join with the congregation in their 
prayers; I muſt put my perfumes into that 
common cenſer, that the holy ſmoak may 
go up with joined force to the throne of 
mercy. | 

- TI muſt not come behind my fellow-mem- 
bers in zeal and earneſtneſs. 


They 


ſou] 
to 
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They pray for the proſperity of the uni- 
verſal Church, that God would guide her by 
his holy Spirit; ſq muſt I. | 

They pray for all chriſtian Kings and 
Princes, that they may promote the glory 
of God, and the church's welfare ; ſo muſt I. 

They pray for the miniſters of God's holy 
Word, that they may be found 1n the faith, 
and patterns of holineſs ; ſo muſt I. 

They pray for all diſtreſſed members of 
Chriſt, that the conſolations of Chriſt may 
abound in them; ſo muſt I. 

They proſtrate themſelves in holy confeſ- 
ſions of their ſins, and pray for remiſſion; 
and pardon, and ſanctification; ſo muſt I. . 

They pray to be made partakers of the 
benefits of Chriſt's body and blood; ſo muſt I. 

III. | 

I muſt ſhew my compaſlion to the poor, 


by contributing to their neceſſities, if I am 


able. | 

I muſt remember how poor, how wretch- 
ed, how naked, how miſerable I was, when 
the Son of God firſt took pity on me, being 
yet in the loins of my father Adam. * 

I muſt conſider, that myſelf, at this in- 
ſtant, am lying at the pool of Betheſda, waiting 
for the Angel of the covenant to come down 


and ſtir the Waters, that I may be healed. 
I 
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I muſt look upon myſelf as a perſon full 
of ſores and fickneſs, and reflect, that 1 
come to be cured for God's Sake, by the 
great Phyſician of ſouls. 

Froni myſelf I muſt look down on the poor, 
that want my help ; and as I would have my 
great Maſter have compaſſion on me, ſo muſt 
I have compaſſion on my fellow-ſervants. 

ws II 
1 muſt, at this time, reſiſt all worldly 
thoughts, and bid my oxen, and my farms, 
and my domeſtick affairs, ſtand aloof, like 
Lepers, that muſt not come near a place fo 
full of Majeſty, and a work fo big with 
wonders. 
I muſt, with Mary, chuſe the better part, 


and look upon Martha's ſerving, as unſea- 


ſonable. 

I muſt lay aſide contrivances how to make 
a bargain with my neighbour, and know no 
other covenant, but what I am making with 
God in the Blood of Jeſus. 
1 ͤmuſt not think of trade and traffick, but 
remember it is for the pearl of Price that J 
am trading now, and laying out my ſtrength 
and Labour. P 
I muſt not be diſturbed with a deſperate 
debt that's owing me; but remember the 
debts I owe to God, and how I do expect 
at at this time they ſhould be ſtruck out 
d cancelPd for ever. 


\ 
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I muſt not now torment myſelf about a 
lvelihood, when I come to get a title to a 
life of everlaſting glory. 

I muſt not now think how to get bread, 
and make proviſion for my family, but ra- 
ther reflect with joy, what large proviſion 
the Almighty makes for my ſoul z and what 
care he takes to make me a ſon of God, and 
heir of heaven, and co-heir with Chriſt, 

When ſenſual thoughts fly through my 
mind, at this time, I muſt continue to fay 
to them, ariſe and depart, for here ſhall not 
be your reſt. 5 


I muſt now make ſome ſpiritual Reflections 
on the breaking of the Bread, and upon 
pouring, out of the holy Wine. 


On the Breaking of the Bread. 


\ Behold, O my ſoul, thus was thy bleſſed 
Saviour's Body broken; thus was his un- 
{potted Fleſh torn aſunder. O my ſins, ye 
did this barbarous act. The Jews were but 
the external inſtruments, ye were the fatal 
cauſes of that torture. Had it not been for 
you, the Crown of Thorns had never wound- 
ed that facred Head. 
Break, my heart, break; it is a diſmal 
light! A broken heart is a Sacrifice, which 
: . 
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he, that was broke upon the account of my 
fins, will not deſpiſe. 


Nay, he will comfort the humble foul, 


and the contrite Spirit: he will pour wine 
and oil into its wounds, ſupple it with balm, 
heal it with his death, and make it whole by 
his Agonies. 

See here, O my foul, the Bread which is 
broke, is it not the communion of the Body 
of Chriſt ? Sce how many broken pieces are 
here, which all make but one Loaf. So thou, 
and thy fellow-believers, make one myſtical 
Body, whereof the crucified Jeſus is head and 


governor, who influences the body by his 
Spirit, and from his fulneſs diſpenſes Grace 


for Grace. 

Rejoice, O my foul! for now the waves 
and billows of God's wrath are laid, the 
ſtorm of vengeance is huſhed, the thunder is 
gone, the clouds clear up, thy-broken Savi- 
our hath turned the ſound of the trumpet of 
war into a {till ſmall: voice. 

O break with him no more! O preſerve 
that friendſhip which was fo dearly bought | 
A friendſhip purchaſed by blood ſure mutt 
never die. Thou art his friend; O do not 
become his enemy again, for fear he never 


will be r with thee We 
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On the Neri out of the Ha Wi ne. 


Thus, O my foul, thus flow'd the preci- 
ous blood of the tormented Jeſus? In ſuch 
ſtreams it iſſued from his wounded body: 
Thus was the coſtly juice let out! Thus the 
rich veins emptied themſelves of their trea- 
ſure ; and all, that thou mighteſt be clean. 


And, @ Feruſalem ! Wilt not thou be clean! © 


When ſhall it once be? When God makes uſe 
of his own blood to purify thee, O my ſoul, 
wilt thou wallow ſtill in thy dung and naſti- 
neſs? This would be inexcuſable. . Ariſe, waſh 
thyſelf in this Jordan, and thy fleſh ſhall 
come again, like unto the fleſh of a little child. 
O my ſoul! Had not this blood been ſhed, 


there bad been no remiſſion of ſins. Fer 


the ſnedding of this blood date thy happineſs. 


When God ſaw this blood, the tide turned, 


and thy offended Father looked on thee with 
a merciful face. 

How ſweet is this blood! it nouriſhes unto 
eternal life. 

How high the value of it! it redeemed 
the whole world. 

How wholeſom ! It expels all fickneſſes. 
What pity was it, that the leaſt drop of it 
ſhould fall upon the ground ! It was fit to be 
received - by the hands of angels! but the 
— on which as omg walked, ie 


| h 


64. The Fire * the Altar. 


- filed and curſed ; and therefore it muſt fall 
upon it, to take away the curſe man's ſin had 
made it ſubject to. 
O precious blood ! drop, drop upon my 
Wh Let me feel thy virtue! Drive out the 
curſe | Water this barren ground, that hath 
brought forth briars and thorns, and let it 
bring torth pleaſant fruit again. 
VI. 
When TIrecervethe holy bread, my mind muſt 
vent itſelf in ſome ſuch breathings as theſe : 
O my Lord, Ido remember with joy and 
grief, that thy body was crucified for me, 
the meaneſt of thy ſervants, I remember it 
with joy, becauſe thy love is wonderful. O 
how vehement, how violent was this love | to 
love an enemy, and by that love, to charm 
into obedience | I remember it with grief, 
becauſe my ſins were thy murderers. O my 
Lord, I will ſtand out againſt thy offers of 
Grace no longer: Here take my heart; I ſo- 
lemnly reſolve to dedicate I and all 
have, to thy ſervice. 


O God! this ſacred * puts me in mind, 
how the lamb of God was offered for me. Do 
I believe this, and ſhall not my ſoul make 
thee her higheſt and her chiefeſt good? O my 
God, I take thee here, not only for my Sa- 
viour, but for my King and Maſter too. 

ON ly ſpirit, rule my heart; for I will 
35 hence- 
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hencefqrward ſerve no other Gods, but the 
great Zehovah alone, who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me. 1 | 


O my Jeſus! my life! my joy! my com- 
fort ! Thou diedft that I might hve. I re- 
member it, and adore thy Majeſty in miſery. 
O make me thine, and as this bread doth 
mingle with my ſubſtance, fo let thy ſpirit 
mingle” with my foul, that the fame mind 
may be in me, which yr alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, 

ik. 15 g 
Look upon this bread, O my ſoul ! it re- 
reſents the bleeding body of thy deareſt Lord. 
leed, O my heart! give thyſelf up to him 
that groaned for thee. It is done, O God! nei- 
ther death nor life ſhall ſeparate me from the 
love of God, which is " as Jeſus my Lord. 

AC II. 

When I receive the holy wine, my thoughts 
muſt ſtill be at work, and addreſs themſelves 
to God in Chriſt Jeſus, ſome ſuch way as this. 

tid | 

O Jeſu, I thankfully remember, that thy 
blood was ſpilled for me ; what am I? and 
what is my father's houſe, that thou haft 
brought me thus far? Thou haſt loved me 
better than J have done myſelf ! O my Lord, 
give me thy ſweet, thy tender, thy free, thy 
humble ſpirit, that I may be one with thee, 
and defire nothing on earth beſides thee, 
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5 Or, 
O bleſſed balſam of my wounded heart 
Welcome, thou ſovereign ſalve! How ſeaſona- 
ble is this medicine ! I die, if thy blood relieve 
me not! O waſh me, and 1 ſhall be whiter 
than ſnow ! I have deſerved to drink the cup 
of trembling and aſtoniſhment, and thou hold- 
eſt out to me the cup of ſalvation. O my ſou), 
remember who it is that is ſo kind to thee! O | 
eſteem, adore, magnify, and love him for ever! | 
0 


r, 3 

O thou bleſſed Shepherd of my ſoul! How 
ought I to bluſh, when I think of thy blood, 
which my fins did fpill! Thou haſt turned my 
darkneſs into light, and my treaſon into an 
antidote. Thou cureſt me by contradictions, 
and the blood my fins have drawn from thy 
fleſh, is become the only refuge I have in the 
day of wrath. O look upon thy own blood, 
and hide me in thy wounds. I know not how 
to prize thy favour; O do thou teach me to 
do great things for thee, to deny myſelf, and 
to take up my croſs, and to follow thee. 


e Re rs + | 

O my Lord! by thy tears, and by thy blood 
thou adjureſt me this day to imitate thee in thy 
graces, in thy meekneſs, in thy patience, in 
thy hunulity, in thy charity, in thy contempt 
of the world, and in thy heavenly mindedneſs. 
My heart is fixed, O God ! my heart is fixed, 
T will fing and give praiſe, Thou ſhalt be 

2 3 4 my 
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my pattern. Here under thy croſs, I promiſe 
obedience and conformity to thy graces. O 
do — help me! O aſſiſt me! Uphold me 
with thy free ſpirit ; ſo ſhall I teach the tranſ- 
greſſors thy way, and finners ſhall be con- 
verted unto thee. 

Or, 


Great biſhop of my ſoul, who haſt left the 


ninety and nine in the wilderneſs, and art 
come to ſeek this ſtraying ſheep ;, Behold, 

Lord, the prodigal is coming home again 
Thou comeſt toward me bleeding, groaning, 
dying; thou comeſt to receive him that has 
forſaken thee, to draw him, after that he hath 
fled from thee, to kifs him that did ſcourge 
thee, to crown him that did prick thee, to 
embrace him that did crucify thee; to revive 


him that did kill thee, and to love him that 


did hate thee! O ſtupendous mercy ! Hence- 


forward no vain-glory, no worldly pomp, no 


outward riches, no ſmiles of great men, no 
outward comfort, ſhall have ſo much of my 
heart as thy ſweet ſelf. O increaſe my faith, 


my hope, my love, my charity; make my 


ſoul a temple of the Holy Ghoſt! O come, 
come, thou bridegroom of my foul come, 
ud dwell in me for ever. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved after 


we have been at the Lord's Table. 


Conſcience, - 


A ND.is this all that is to be obſerved 
upon this occaſion ?. . 
brit. No: For after I have been made 


partaker of theſe .myſteries and tokens. of 


God's love, I muſt, - 


=o I. 01 
Bleſs God for the opportunity 1 have had 
af going with the multitude to the houſe of 
od, with the voice of joy and praiſe, with 
the multitude which keeps holy-day. 

I muſt magnify his goodneſs, who ſo loved 
the world, as to give his only begotten Son, 
to the end, that all thoſe that believe in him 
ſhould not periſh, - , | 

I muſt ſummon my thoughts to enter into 
ſome ſuch meditation as this. 

Whence is it, that the King of Kings, and 
the Lord of Lords, in whoſe eyes the very 
angels are not pure, ſhould come to viſit ſuch 
a wretch as II Q my Lord! To * 
0 e 1 u 


14 


thou ſtoop ? What is that creature. that thou 

boweſt thus low to? A den of thieves, an 

habitation of vipers, a veſſel of diſhonour: 

O how often have I polluted myſelf, even 

after thou haſt waſhed me ! Is it poſſible that 

God will dwell in ſuch a polluted houſe ? Is 

it poſſible, that God will come, and feaſt, 

and ſup with ſuch an unprofitable ſervant! O 
my ſoul! It is not only poſſible, but thy Lord 

hath done it to-day; thine eyes have ſeen the 

mighty works of thy Redeemer. Thou haſt 

ſeen him converſe to-day with a wretch, that 

hath undone what God hath done, hath ren- 

dered him evil for good, and hatred for his 

good-will. Thou haſt ſeen the Lord this day, 

vouchſafing to fit with one who is full of 
bruiſes and putrefying ſores, and thoſe not 
bound up, not mollified with ointment. 

Alas, my Lord! I have abuſed the mighty 
Creator, to pleaſe a murderer ; affronted the 
great Preſerver of men, to pleaſe a fiend ; 
and undervalued him that called me to falva- 
tion, to pleaſe an uſurping tyrant. I can give 


no reaſon why I have offended thee, ' ſo un- 


reaſonable a thing is fin; and that which 
ſhould have led me to repentance, - hath 
hardened me againſt thee, even thy good- 
neſs, and patience ; and could fair weather 
make me angry ? | 

O my Jeſu! Water my ſoul with the tears 
thou haſt ſhed, anoint me with the myrrh 
| | D 4 of 
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of thy grief and ſorrow, tie me by thy bonds, 
let thy ſcourges ſoften my heart, let thy de- 
riſions ſtrengthen me, let thy croſs raiſe me; 
| reign over me, do with me what ſeems good 

to thy power, wiſdom, and goodneſs. O let 

| me never depart from thee : Let not the 

| creature draw me more than the Creator, va- 
nity more than eternity, miſery more than th 
felicity, filthineſs more than beauty, ſlavery 


he 
more than greatneſs, bitterneſs more than 7 
ſweetneſs. My beloved is mine, and 1 am his, fy 
be feeds among the lillies. O that thou wert as * 
my brother that ſucked the breaſts of my mother, * 
1 would kiſs thee, yea, I ſhould not be deſpiſed. 6 
O Lord! all my deſire is before thee, take - 


away from me whatever doth diſpleaſe thee. 
Give me an humble heart, that I may be con- 
tent to be counted as dung for thy ſake: Give 
me an obedient heart, that I may be entirely 
guided by thee : Give me a ſtrong heart, that 
I may chearfully bear whatever thy hand Jays 
n me: Grve me a tender heart, that I may 
be kindly affectionate to my neighbour : Give 
me a free heart, that nothing may hinder me 
from running to thee : Give me a heart of 
fleſh, that I may love thee perfectly. 
Praiſe ye the Lord, I will praiſe the Lord 
with my whole heart, in the aſſembly of the 
upright, and in the congregation. The works 
of the Lord are great, ſought out of all them 
that have pleaſure therein: His work is ho- 
by nourable 
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nourable and glorious, and his righteouſneſs 
endureth for ever. He hath made his won- 
derful works to be remembered. The Lord 
is gracious and full of compaſſion, he hath 
given meat to them that fear him; he will 
ever be mindful of his covenant ! He hath 
ſhewed his people the power of his works, 
that he may give them the heritage of the 
heathen. The works of his hands are verity 
and judgment; all his commandments are 
ſure, they ſtand faſt for ever and ever, and 
are done in truth and uprightneſs. He ſent 
redemption to his people ; he hath command- 
ed his covenant for ever : Holy and reverend 
is his name: He raiſes the poor out of the 
duſt, and lifts the needy out of the dunghill, 
that he may ſet him with princes, even with 
the princes of his people. Praiſe ye the Lord. 
II. | 

I muſt pray for the congregation, and my 
fellow-chriſtians, that do eat of the ſame 
bread, and drink of the ſame cup with me, 
that they may be all ſatisfied, as with mar- 
row and fatneſs, and their ſouls may live. 

I muſt beg that none of them may receive 
the grace of God in vain ; that they may keep 
and ſtand to the conditions of the covenant 
they have made or renewed with God, that they 
may indeed fight for the future againſt the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, and be more than 
conquerors, thro? him that loved them, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. D 5 My 
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My Love to Chriſt muſt conſtrain me to 


wiſh and beg that every man may love hint, 
elſe he doth not appear truly lovely to me. 

I muſt intreat the Father of mercies to 
diſpenſe his Spirit abundantly at this time, 
that the Love of Chriſt prevailing, may pull 
down in my fellow-receivers all the ſtrong 
holds of iniquity, and all Imaginations, 
which exalt themſelves againſt the obedience 
of Chriſt Jeſus : That Chriſt may reign vic- 
tforioufly in every one of them, live in them, 
act in them, govern them by his Spirit; that 
they may indeed bring forth the Fruits of the 
Spirit, love, joy, Peace, Goodneſs, faith, 
gentleneſs, meekneſs, ' temperance, &c. 

I muſt be importunate with God to make 
them all partakers of the benefits of Chriſt's 
death and paſſion, even of that pardon, 
peace and ſalvation, he hath purchaſed ; and 
cauſe them to walk worthy of it, like per- 
ſons that are ſenſible of the greatneſs of the 
favour, and the depth, and breadth, and 
length, and height of the love of God, and 
conſequently may be fill'd with the Fulneſs 
of God. * 


I muſt be thankful for the honour I have 
received at ſuch a time. I muſt look upon't 
as more than ordinary preferment, that God 
hath vouchſafed me a place at his Table, ad- 
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mitted me into the number of his children, 
made me partaker of the promiſes of the 


Goſpel, opened his boſom to me, received me 
into favour, aſſiſted me with the Spirit, given 


me a right to the tree of life, and viſited me 


with his Salvation. 

Here the words of David may juſtly be 
apply*d ; my ſoul ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, O O 
Lord ; and in thy Salvation how greatly may 
J rejoice! Thou haſt given me my heart's 
defire, and haſt not with-held the requeſts of 
my lips} Thou haſt prevented me with the 
bleſſings of goodneſs, thou ſetteſt a crown 
of pure gold on my head; I aſked life of 
thee, and thou gaveſt me, even length of 
days for ever 1 ever. My glory is great 
in thy Salvation: Honour and Majeſty haſt 
thou laid upon me, for thou haſt made me 
bleſſed for ever: Thou haſt made me ex- 
ceeding glad with thy Countenance; there- 
fore will I truſt in the Lord, and through 
the mercy of the moſt High I ſhall not miſ- 
carry: Thine hand ſhall find out all my ſpi- 
ritual enemies, thy Right-hand ſhall find out 
all thoſe that hate thee. Be thou exalted, 
Lord, in thy own ſtrength ; ſo will we ſing 
and praiſe thy Power.. 

IV. . 
| I muſt go home rejoicing and praiſ- 
ing God: Praiſe is wt for the upright ; 

& 
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the poor cripple did ſo, when he was heakd, 


and have not I far greater reaſon to do fo? 
Behold, I am healed at this time from mine 
infirmity, and ſhall not his praiſe be {till con- 
tinually in my mouth? 


I muſt fay in my heart, my ſoul doth 


magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit rejoices 
in God my Salvation; I will extol thee, O 
God, my King, and I will praife thy Name 
for ever. Every day I will bleſs thee, and 
Praiſe thy Name for ever and ever. O all ye 
that fear the Lord, come, and I will tell ye 
what he hath done for my Soul. His love 
hath overcome my corruption, his fervent 
charity my coldneſs, his goodneſs my fins 
and follies. Except the Lord had been on 
my fide, now might I ſay, if the Lord had 
not been on my fide, when temptations and 
corruptions roſe up againſt me, then they 
had ſwallowed me up quick ; when their 
wrath was kindled againſt me, then the wa- 
ters had overwhelmed. me, the ſtream had 
gone over my ſoul: Bleſſed be the Lord, 
who hath not given me. over as a prey unto 
their teeth. My ſoul is eſcaped as a Bird 
out of the ſnare of the fowler ; the ſnare is 
broken, and I am eſcaped. My help is in 
the Name of the Lord, who made Heaven 


r 


V. Being 
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V. 

Being made whole, I muſt for the future 
take heed, and fin wilfully no more: Having 
waſhed -my Feet, I muſt not defile them a- 
gain. I muſt ſtand upon my watch, and 
ſhun thoſe occaſions which. formerly led me 
into ſin. 

I muſt be cautious and afraid of an ill 
word, as much as of an evil action; and my 
very thoughts muſt be purged from that 
filth, that uſed to cleave to them. 

I muſt ftrangle an evil ſuggeſtion in its 
birth; and when I find any motion riſing in 
my mind, that looks like envy, or pride, or 
defire of vain-glory, or greedineſs after the 
world, I muſt check it upon its firſt Ap- 

nce. 
I muſt bid an eternal farewel to unbelief 
and miſtruſt of God's Providence, and ſhun 
thoſe ſinful compliances with men, which 
heretofore I uſed to be guilty of. 

I muſt not only watch againſt groſſer fins, 
and ſuch as Jews and Heathens can avoid, 
but againſt the ſecret diſorders and errors of 
my heart, which none ſees but God, who is 
above all, bleſſed for evermore. 


VI. 
I muſt frequently compare my actions and 
behaviour with the vow and promiſe and ſo- 
lemn 
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lemn reſolution I have made in the Holy Sa- 
crament; whether my deportment be agreea- 
ble to thoſe engagements, whether I ſtand in 
awe of thoſe vows and promiſes, and whe- 
ther they influence my thoughts, and words, 
and practices; whether my hatred of fin en- 
creaſes, and, love to holineſs grows ſtead 
and immoveable ; whether I check myſelf 
upon feeling an inclinition or propenſity to a 
finful act, with ſuch thoughts as theſe : 

Is this the effect of my late vow ? Is this to 
ſtand to the Covenant I lately made with 
God ? Is it poſſible I can be fo perfidious as 
to break with God? Hath the croſs of Chriſt 
fo little power with me ? Shall it not reſtrain 
me from ſuch a fin as this ? Fooliſh creature! 
Shall a little profit or pleaſure tempt me to 

leaſe the devil, and wrong my immortal 


Soul? I am ty'd by a ſolemn promiſe, 


made in a moft ſolemn place, by a promiſe 
made to God, by a Promiſe ſeal'd with the 
Blood of Jeſus, not to do it; and ſhall F 
preſume to do it, or hope for pardon after 
this preſumption ? #5 

T muſt take notice, whether the thoughts 
of Chriſt's death make my paſhons weak, 
whether they leſſen the heat of them, whe- 
ther they repreſs their fierceneſs, whether 
they work in me that contempt of the world, 


which was ſo ſignal in my dear Lord and 
Mer. 


I 


being things I abjured in my baptiſm: But 
| my 
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J muſt ever and anon look how my graces 
thrive, whether no weeds grow among them, 
that are like to choke 9 wholeſome herbs. 
VII. 

I muſt now ſtudy ſelf-denial, even, in 
things lawful, and that ſeem to have no 
harm in them; ſelf-denial in eating and 
drinking, in my cloaths, in my recreations, 
in my time, in my diſcourſes, in my wit, in 
my reading, in my profit, in my eaſe, and 
in my ſleep. 

J muſt now take heed I do not eat and 
drink to ſatiety, but labour ſtill to riſe from 
my meals with an appetite. 

I maſt now and then humble my foul with 
a religious faſt, and many times forbear eat- 
ing of that diſh T have moſt mind to, to 
bring my ſenſual deſires into order. 

I muſt not imitate every vain faſhion I ſee 
m other people, but muſt be very modeſt 
and decent in my garb, and, having means 
and opportunities to buy me better, reſerve 
that money I would have laid out upon a 
richer ſuit, for pious uſes. 

TI muft not think every recreation lawful, 
becauſe it is commonly uſed by men who are 
none of the worſt. I muſt not encour: 

the vanity of men and women that are in 
love with ſtage-plays, by my example, as 


— —ñ 
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my recreation muſt be ſuch as may fit me for 
ſpiritual deyotions. | 

I muſt not ſpend my time, as ſome luxu- 
rious and idle people do, in needleſs and 
complimental viſits, in playing at cards and 
dice; but in words and actions, and diſ- 
courſes. that may be ufeful and profitable ei- 
ther to the ſouls and bodies of my family and 
my neighbours. | 
+ I muſt not cenſure or judge my neighbours 
raſhly in my ſpeeches and diſcourſes, and not 
be eaſily drawn to give a verdict or jugdment 
of people, except it be in their praiſe and 
commendation, if they do deſerve it. 

1 muſt not give myſelf too great liberty in 
jeſting, but forbear blurting out a witty ſay- 
ing, if it be ſmutty or abuſive, or any way 
prejudicial to my neighbour's credit and re- 
putation. | 

I muſt not give myſelf to reading of ro- 
mances, and ſuch. books as ſerve to render 
the mind vain, and the affections looſe, and 
regardleſs of ſpiritual things. 

I muſt expreſs my gratitude to God for 
the temporal gain and profit his hand ſends 


me, by converting ſome part of it to good 


uſesz nor muſt | be fond of that profit 
which ariſeth from undermining my neigh- 
bour. | 

J muſt not ſtudy the eaſe of my fleh 
much; but take opportunities to uſe it to 
| ſome 
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ſome hardſhips, that it may become more 
obedient to my reaſon. 

I muſt not ſtay at my ſport fo lobe as my 
ſenſual appetite inclines me, but uſe only ſo 
much of it, as may render me ſerviceable to 


God and Man. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the abſolute Neceſſity of living up to 
the Rules aforeſaid.. 


Conſcience, 


=P doſt thou verily believe that this is 
the way to eternal life ? 

Cbriſt. Les, certainly; for this is the 
way that the primitive believers walk- 
ed in. 

They did not think that heaven was to be 
gained at a cheaper rate, and why ſhould I? 
Thus did the Apoſtles,. thus did their Fol- 
lowers, and without ſuch ſelf-denial, they 

there was no arriving to happineſs. 
Beſides, this is moſt agreeable to the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel; and why ſhould I think 
that I may be foved another way. than God 
himſelf hath appointed ? 

Conſc. If thou art perſuaded that this is the 
way, Lord | why doſt thou not ſet about it? 
Why art thou ſo loth to come to it? Why 
doſt thou act fo contrary to it, when every 
moment thou art in danger of death, and 
upon thy death there depends Eternity ? 

. Chriſt. 
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Chriſt; ' O this baſe, this wicked world 
— Þ hinders me, the ill examples of my careleſs 
neighbours, care of getting a livehhood, the. 
many croſſes and diſappointments I meet 
with, hopes of having more time hereafter, 
the company I converſe with, the People I 
have to deal with, fear of want, and the 
calling and condition I am in, are ſuch impe- 
diments I know not how to ſhake off. 
. Conſe. Is it not poſſible to live in the 
world, and to keep thyſelf unſpotted from 
it? If it be not, live a beggar rather, live 
deſpiſed, live contemptible, live diſregarded 
k- by all Men, rather then not enter into theſe 
everlaſting joys. Shall a pleaſant ſinful life 
be hinder thee from the everlaſting enjoyments 
[? of God? Shall the fawnings and applauſes of 
men hinder thee from the eternal applauſe of 
y Angels? Think, if thou wert ſtanding at 
$ the great Tribunal, trembling at the eternal 
> horror thou art in danger of, think whether 
k thou wouldeſt not wiſh that thou had'ſt lived 
d in caves and holes, poor, deſtitute, afflicted 
for a few years, rather than have come to 
e this miſerable end? Why ſhould the exam- 
? ples of thy careleſs neighbours move thee, . 
7 
| 


when thou knoweſt there are but few that 
will be ſaved? Canſt not thou get a livelihood, 
except thou art covetous and greedy after the 
glories of the world? If thou canſt but 
get food and. raiment, content thyſelf; and 

| that 
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that moſt certainly thou wilt get, if thou art 
induſtrious in thy lawful calling, and dareſt {thor 
but truſt God. Croſſes, loſſes, - and diſap-. want 
pointments are neceſſary for thee, to drive I did | 
thee from earth to heaven; and if all this neſt 
while thou doſt not loſe thy ſoul, thou art I vital 
fafe enough. Do but look upon thy ſou as N and 
worth more than a thouſand worlds, and none I live 
of theſe things will deje& thee. Thy hopes in t 
of having time to repent hereafter is a meer ¶ kin 
cheat; and if thou truſt to that, thou wil tat! 
never be ſaved. A ſpiritual life is a thing of I ſou 
labour, and pains, and Circumſpection: And I no! 
canſt thou be ſo filly, as to think a few 
careleſs prayers will at laſt plant it in thee? 
Alas! theſe are childiſh Reaſonings. The 
company thou converſeft withal, if they are 
thy bane, muſt be ſhaken off, whatever 
comes on't. There is no dallying in a thing 
of this Conſequence ; and if other men will 


poiſon themſelves, why ſhouldeſt thou? Let I n 
the people thou dealeſt with be never ſo bad, I t 
that is no example for thee to follow: If they t 
are unreaſonable, why ſhouldeſt thou loſe | 
thy Wits and thy Salvation for their Sakes? WW « 
If they cheat or abuſe thee, they do them- 
felves more wrong than thee ; nor will thy | 
fuming and fretving at them convert or bring 
them into a better temper. Why ſhouldeſt 
thou be afraid of want, when thou doſt not 
ſee a bird ſtarve or die for —— 
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And can want be grievous, when the Au- 
thor and Captain of thy Salvation was in 
want, and his followers were ſo too, and yet 
did live in heaven? Either thy calling is ho- 
neſt or diſhoneſt: If diſhoneſt, and an ine- 
vitable occaſion of ſinning, away with it, 
and turn plough- man, or ſervant, rather than 
live in it: If honeſt, do not involve thyſelf 
in too much buſineſs; for that will certainly 
kinder thee from frequent prayer and Medi- 
tation, and looking after the concerns of thy 
ſoul: And as for neceſſaries, thy God will 
not ſuffer thee to want them. 
Lift up thine eyes, look upon this world: 
The greateſt part of the men thou ſeeſt will 
certainly be eternally miſerable. Why ſhouldeſt 
thou venture with them? Doſt thou think 
that howling with them at laſt will give thee 
any comfort? There is a Prize put into thy 
hand, why ſhouldeſt thou ſlight it, and la- 
ment thy contempt for ever? Neglect not 
the preſent time : Do not let this opportuni- 
ty ſſip: Thy God waits for thee ; come in 
before the door be ſhut, believe in good 
earneſt, and nothing will ſeem difficult. 
Chriſt. J am convinced; I yield; I have 
nothing to ſay againſt all this. Great God 
help me; draw me after thee, and I will run. 
Up, up, my lazy, idle, ſleeping Soul! O- 
pen thine eyes, put on Reſolution, waſh a- 
way thy filth, ſhake off thy priſon * 
8 
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gird up thy loins, make haſte, run to God, 
break the chains of fin, and preſent thy hear 
to the living God; lift up thine eyes, view 
the holy Angels, hearken to their Hallelu- 
Jahs, chace away the darkneſs, cleanſe thy 
ſelf, become an humble Spouſe of the Lord 
Jeſus, feed thy ſelf with his beauty, kiſs him 
with the lips of faith, make him thy darling, 
receive him into thy boſom, quench thy 
thirſt with his Blood, hold him faſt, do not 
let him go, fing his praiſes, admire tis love, 
meet him by repentance, keep him by holy 
fervours, honour his name, dare to ſpeak for 
him, be not aſhamed of him, confeſs him 
before men, and he will confeſs thee before 
his Father and his holy Angels. 


PRAY- 


T. 
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[PE R AIV E R 8 
him AND 
Up DEVOTIONS 


oly | To be uſed Before and After Receiving 
the Holy Sacrament of the LORD's 
SUPPER. 


I. 


A Confeſſion to be ſaid by Way of Pre- 
| paration. 


Thou great Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctifier of men! When I refle& 
upon my life, how contrary to thy 
Holy and — Laws, how unlike the 
lives of thy Saints, how unworthy of thy 
mercies and favours, it hath been, how can 
I forbear bluſhing ! How can I forbear pro- 
firating myſelf before thee ! How can I 
forbear falling into the humbleſt poſture my 
foul and body is capable of ! How have I 
abuſed 
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abuſed thy goodneſs! How have I affronted 
thy charity! How have I treſpaſſed upon 
thy patience! How have I reſiſted thy tender 
calls! How haſt thou waited for me, while 
I have been ſtubborn! H@ew haſt thou court. 
ed me, while I have been vain! How haſt 
thou careſſed me, while I have been careleſs! 
How deep ought my contrition to be]! How 
profound my ſorrow | How profuſe my 
tear! 

I bave mourned for a 6 Carve 3 I have 
wept for a deceaſed relation; I have grieved 
to ſee the body of my friend left without a 
ſoul ; yet have not mourned for God's depart- 
ing from me, nor wept for the deadnels of 
my heart, nor grieved to ſee myſelf deprived 
of thy Grace and Mercy. 

O my Lord! I fee my folly, I perceive ! 
have gone aſtray, I am ſenſible I have diſ- 
honoured thee: How different do my ſins 
appear to me now, from what they did be- 
fore! They look more diſmal, more dread- 
ful, more bloody than once they did ! Now 
I would mourn, now T1 would take on for 
them, now I would deplore them! 

O touch this frozen heart, that it may 
melt! O Jeſu! Look upon theſe Eyes of 
mine, that they may flow with water! O, 
behold me from the croſs, that I may weep 
ey! Wend is 2 that if I mourn, - 
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ſhall be comforted ; if I weep, I ſhall laugh 
at laſt; if I grieve, I ſhall 14 

O, my God, I long to hear thy joyful 
voice, Be f gaod chear, thy fins are forgiven 
thee ! I long to 4 in thee! I long to be 
bleſſed with the light of thy countenance ! 
"= the fun will not ſhine out till after the 


"0 then, water this face of mine, ſpeak the 
word, bid the waters flow, bid penetential 
ſhowers enrich tkis barren ground, and let 
me feel thy warmer. beams; thy love will 
refreſh me, thy preſence will revive me, and 
my garments of heavineſs will be turned into 
garments of praiſe and exultation. 

O my Jeſus! Thou dideſt hang naked on 
the croſs, that I might be decked with thy 
purple robes! thou waſt wqunded, that I 
might be healed! O, heal me, and J ſhall be 
healed ! Come, deareſt phyſician, and thy 


ſervant ſhall be whole. 


Zehold, Lord! here comes a poor prodi- 
gal, quaking and trembling to thy throne ! I 
come from à far country, from the land of 
darkneſs, from the al ie of the burning 
lake, from the frontiers of hell. I come mi- 
ſerable and naked _— _ begging, = 
thou wouldſt put a pon my fin 

betroth me to th viclf o * 79 The 


requeſt is bold, but rde giveſt * 
n to it. E 
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I have no merit, I can plead no deſert. Here 
thou ſeeſt nothing but filthy rags. O throw 
thy mantle over me. I have heard that thou 
loveſt to manifeſt thy greateſt power in the 
greateſt weakneſs, thy greateſt ſtrength in 
the greateſt Infirmity : I have heard that thou 
loveſt to ſpread thy ſkirts over thoſe that are 
deſtitute and afflicted, that are caſt abroad, 
have no eye to pity them, and know not 
where to addreſs themſelves for relief. Thou 
haſt promiſed to ſuch, to open rivers for 
them, in high places, and fountains in the 
midſt of valleys. When the needy and 
thirſty ſeek for water, thou, the God of J. 
rael, wilt not forſake them. 

O my Lord! if miſery be a movement to 
mercy, here thou ſeeſt it in the higheſt de- 
gree! What mighty, what marvellous things 
haſt thou done for me! Yet have I run away 
from thee! What haſte have I made to get 
out of thy ſight! How afraid have I been of 
ſerving thee! Thou haſt been my greateſt 
friend, and I have uſed: thee like an enemy 
How have I ſhunned-thy counſels, as if they 
had been big with — and thunder. 

- Ah, fooliſh creature! How have I for- 
Taken thee, the fountain of living waters 
How fond have I been of broken ciſterns 
How enamoured with muddy puddles! Ah, 
my Father, how didſt cho Pity ty me, how 
didſt thou bewall. 7 blindneſs _ what 

orroW- 
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forrowful eyes didſt look upon my wilfulneſs! 
Behold, my Lord! I do return; I return, that 
I may look upon thee ; I return, that thou 
mayſt look upon me; I return, O, do thou 
rejoice over me! O, let there be joy in the 
preſence of thy holy angels over this finner, 
who repents. | | 

I am troubled, I am exceedingly troubled, 
that I have made no anſwerable returns to thy 
love ; that thy grace hath been beſtowed up- 
on me in vain; that thy mercy hath been 
thrown away upon ſuch a wretch. 

Oh, the baſeneſs! Oh, the ingratitude 
Oh, the diſingenuity that I have been guilty 
of! Thou haft been my greateſt benefactor ! 
How freely, how lovingly, how candidly 
haſt thou viſited me] Yet I have reſiſted thy 
Power, deſpiſed thy wiſdom, and underva- 
lued thy goodneſs. a | 

Thou wouldeſt have torn down my ſtrong 


| holds of iniquity, and I would not ; thou 


wouldeſt have taught me my duty to God and 
man, and I refuſed it! thou wouldeſt have made 
me holy as thou art holy, and I ſcorned it. 

Ungrateful worm || Do I thus reward the 
Lord my God! Could I recompence ſuch 
mercies, with ſuch fins ? Such favours, with 
ſuch groſs neglects? Thy condeſcenſion, 
with pride! Thy humiliation with envy ! Thy 
love, with anger! Thy bounty, with flight 
and ſlovenly: * Thy readineſs 
| 2 to 


ys 
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to relieve me, with diſobedience ! Thy cha- 
rity, with contempt of my neighbour | Thy 
bleſſing, with revenge! Thy benefits with a- 
verſeneſs from virtue and goodneſs! Thy mu- 
nificence, with vanity ! and the ſhowers of 
thy grace, with earthly-mindedaęſs. 

Ah! how are my fins multiphed ! How 
like a heavy burden are they become too hea- 
vy for me to bear! But Oh, my God, thy 
mercy is over all thy works! Thy mercy 1 

reater than my fins! My fins have taken 

old upon me! What ſhall I do? I am a 
burden to myſelf; I am bowed down with 
the Weight of my tranſgreſſions. Whither, 
O my Lord, ſhould I go? but to thee, who 
feedeſt the hungry, who looſeſt the priſoners, 
who giveſt ſight to the blind, who raiſeſt 
them that are bowed down. s 

Thou haſt pity on ſinners, thou converſeſt 
with them, thou eateſt with them; receive 
me graciouſly, love me freely, think upon 

thy mercy, think npon thy blood, think 
upon thy tears, and accept of me! I am ſur- 
rounded with dangers, encompaſſed with ene- 
mies, [encircled with hellifh monſters ; yet in 
the midſt of theſe ures I hear thee fay- 


ing, Come to me, all ye who are weary an fi 


heavy laden. 

Shall I hide myſelf, as Adam did in Pa 
radiſe ? Shall this world ' fright me away 
Shall I refuſe to come, when thou callef 


I 
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. in this ſtill voice ? No, no, I will confeſs my 
hy tranſgreſſion, and thou wilt forgive the in- 
quity of my fin. | 


ay I will harden my heart no more; I will 

of turn a deaf ear to thee no more. - I will ſtand 
out no longer; I will reſiſt thy light no long- 

* er; I will grieve thee no more, I will affli& 

* and vex thy holy ſpirit no more. 

hy O, infinite goodneſs! O wonderful love 


en my eyes to heaven, yet with the humble Mag- 
"ou dalen I will come behind thee weeping, and 


„ Though with the publican I dare not lift up 
ith waſh thy feet with my tears, and kiſs them. 


er O, let me hear the bleſſed news of pardon | 
ho from thy mouth! Thou cameſt, Lord, thou | 
rs, cameſt, not to call the righteous, but ſinners | 
eſt to repentance ; and of theſe I am chief. | 


If thou wilt converſe with finners, here is 
oft one that wants thy help, and that ſtands ir 
* need of thy cure; full of diſeaſes, full of ſores, 
ng full of weakneſs, full of errors, full of infir- 
F' mities, a prodigy of frailty. | 
Here, Lord, here is work for thy ſtrong 
I hand, and for thy mighty arm] In this heart 
in are devils that muſt be expelled by thy power. 
a5 Stretch forth thy hand, and fave me. | 


nl | Here is an object to exerciſe thy omnipo- Þ}| 

= tent hand upon. My cure requires miracles -- | 
Pa. It is no ordinary virtue that will ſet me to | 
y? rights again. Thou, thou, O Lord, muſt | 
lt RT? E 3 come i 
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come and ſtrike thy hand over the ſore place, 
and my leproſy will be gone. 

Thy prophet cries by thy order, Return 
unto the Lord your God, for be is gracious and 
merciful, flow to anger, and repents him of the 
evil: I, believe, Lord, I believe; my heart 
is wounded within me. I come, I come. 

Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſon, make me as one of thy hired 
ſervants. - But then I defire no other hire, no 
. other — but thyſelf : Thou art my ex- 

— great reward. | 
how bitter a thing it is to forſake 
„ What have J got by offending thee 
What have I gained by ſinning againſt thee 

Nothing but „ horror, trembling, and 
confuſion. 

Darkneſs hath covered me, the ſhadow of 
death hath fallen upon me! What fruit had I 
then in thoſe things whereof I am now 
aſhamed ? My foul hath been diveſted of her 
innocence, her joy, -her peace, her comfort, 
and her ſatis faction. 

And, O my Jeſus, didſt not thou ſtand 
my friend now | Great mediator, didſt not 
thou ſtand in the gap now, and plead for 
me! O my Redeemer, didſt not thou inter- 
ceed for me, I muſt be proſtituted and ex- 
poſed to eternal laughter and deriſion. 9 
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Good Lord! how pitiful, how wretched, 
how trivial, how impertinent, how mconſi- 
derable was that pleaſure, that profit, that 
thing, for which I did affront and diſhonour 


he thee | 


rt When I look upon the creatures, either a 

bove or below, I wonder how they were able 
id to contain themſelves, and not. vindicate their 
De maſter's honour, which they ſaw abuſed by 
d me; I wonder they did not fall upon, me, 
0 and cruſh me into perdition, when they ſaw 
1 how bold, how preſumptuous this caitiff was 


O my Lord ! for this my foul ſhall mourn 
e in ſecret; even for this, that I have not 
! loved thee better, that I have not ſought 
: thee more, that I have not — thee 
4 with greater veneration! 
Henceforward, Lord, if all the pleaſures, 
f all the riches, all the honours of this world 
1 were concentered in the fin I formerly lived 
4 in, it ſhould be no temptation to me, I would 
: tear the tyrant out of his ſeat; it ſhould uſurp 
thy place no more: I would pull i it out of its 
throne, it ſhould find no harbour in me: Thy 
love ſhould conſtrain me to part with it. I 
will crucify thee no more. I have trampled 
f too long upon thy mercy, I will make light 
ö of it no more. 
O my Jeſus! remember urn remem- 
ber thy pain, remember thy ſufferings, re- 
member thy _ and forget my ſins. 
E 4 Thy 
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Thy ſervant David cried once, I have in- 
ned, — thou didſt preſently take away his 
fn. My fighing is not hid from thee. O, do 
not hide thy face from me ! Manaſſeb looked 
up to thee, and thou hadſt reſpect unto his 
prayer, 

O give ear to my prayer too, that goes not 
out of feigned lips! The Ninevites humbled 
themſelves, and thou waſt entreated; O, re- 
pent thyſelf of the evil thou haſt ſaid thou 
wouldſt do unto me, and do it not. Peter 
_ and thou gaveſt him a gracious look. 

I water my pkg with my tears, O ſmile 
upon me too, and lay, 1 bave redeemed thee, 
thou art mine. 

I love thee, O Lord, and would have 
every creature love thee. I would have all 
things that have breath praiſe the Lord. I 
would have every creature ſhew forth thy glory. 

Thou haſt loved me from all eternity! Was 
ever ſuch love heard of as thine was! to come 
from the manſions of the bleſſed, into a vat 
of tears To advance ſuch a ereature from 
death to life eternal | Thou haſt made my 
death a harmleſs, nay, a gainful thing. 


Thy croſs hath rectified all; there was death 


in the pot, but thou threweſt in meal, and 
didſt ſweeten all. O, blot out the very foot- 
ſteps of my fins, and ſet me as a ſea] upon thy 
heart; ſo will I give thanks in the great con- 


gregation, my lips ſhall praiſe thee. 5 


% 
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O, my life! I would prefer thee above all 
thy creatures! I would look upon all theſe 
outward comforts as a drop in the bucket, 
and on thee as the ocean; on theſe as the 
{mall duſt in the balance, on thee as the rock 


. 


of ages. 5 
I would love thee with all my heart, 1 
would love thee more than myſelf : O that 


my whole mind were united to thee | O that 


I might know nothing fave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucify'd ! O that all the powers of my 


foul might embrace thee ! O, that I might 


ſeek thy Glory with ſtronger defires than 
worldlings do their wealth, or the covetous, 
the increaſe of their incomes ! O, that I 
could adhere unto thee inſeparably ! 

O, withdraw -my heart from every evil 
way ! incline my heart to all goodneſs: Let 
not my affections be henceforth corrupted 
with love of the creature: Let me not be 
weary of loving thee: Let nothing overcome 
my love, let nothing damp it. _— 


O, enable me tb ſay, Ibo ſhall ſepartte'the 


from the love of God? O, draw my ſoul with 
cords of love, with this love wound and pierce 
my heart, and make it ſick, that it may inſa- 
tiably long for thee! O, I could love thee 
without ceafing, love thee without bounds, 
love thee without meafure ! O, let my ſoul 
melt with this fire! and purge away that 
filth which doth fo eaſily beſet me ! 6 
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Take away from me all that doth diſpleaſe 
thee ; refine in me all that pleaſes thee ; be 
thou ever 1 with me; live in me, thou 

fountain of life, and let me live in thee; and 
let that charity live in me, which ſuffers long 
and is kind, which envies not, which vaunt- 
eth not itſelf, which is not puft up, which 
doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeks not 
her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinks no 
Evil, 22 not in iniquity, but rejoices in 
the truth, bears all things, believes all things, 
Hopeth all things, endureth all things, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Wis 
A Prayer for Faith. 
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| | Thou, from whom every good and 
| ect Gift deſcends, who giveſt to all 
men liberally, and upbraideſt not; thou call- 
eſt, Seek ye my Face; thy face, Lord, will 
I ſeek ! Thou haft ſaid, O Lord, thy mouth 
hath ſpoken it, if ye had but faith as a grain 
of muſtard-ſeed, ye , ſhould ſay unto this 
Mountain, be thou remov'd, and caſt into 
the Sea, and it ſhould obey you. 

O my Lord, I have rocks to be diſplac'd, 
mountains to be remov'd, vaſt loads to be 
freed from; rocks of unbelief, mountains 


helping hand. 2 None 
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None can give relief, none can ſuccour, 


none can do me any good, but thyſelf, How- 
dark, how dull, how doubtful is my faith! 


ſometimes it blazes, then it diſappears again; 
ſometimes it's vigorous, then ſlack, and 


grows remiſs again. 


I believe in ſun ſhine, and faint in a ſtorm: 
Sometimes I get a fight of thy glory, then 
I loſe it again. 

©, how uneven is my faith! When thy 
candle ſhines over my head, and I waſh'my 
feet in butter, J believe; but where is my 
faith in the dark, when the fig-tree doth not: 
bloſſom, © when there is no fruit in the vine, 
when the labour of the olive doth fail! O 
how it ſinks at ſuch times! O how weak it 
grows! Lord, I believe, help my unbelief. 

O, thou Son of righteouſneſs, thou bright 
morning ſtar, thou mighty ftar of Jacob, 
ſhine upon me, ſhine _ this dark ſoul of 
mine, preſs in by thy p Beams, ſcat- 


ter the clouds of my — ief; diſpel «thoſe 


miſts, as chaff is — away by the wind, 
ſo drive chem _— O thou er one of 
Auel. 
1 e but my faith doth not fu 
from my ſpiritual ſtumber; I believe, but 
my faith doth not overcome difficulties: 1 
believe but my faith doth not put me upon 
ſolf⸗denial; I believe, but my Faith dot not 
gige me to that cautiouſneſs of — 


3 
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thee which is neceſſary to ſalvation ; I be- 
lieve, but my faith doth not make me labo- 
rious, doth not make me ſtrive, and fight, 
and work, and enter in at the ſtrait Gate; [ 
do not believe as if I fw. 

My faith is not the ſubſtance of things un. 
ſeen 3 1 do not repreſent the future glory to 
my mind i in ſuch lively characters as if it 
were preſent to my fight. I ſeem to rejoice 
in thy promiſes ; but when I am to apply 
them, what doubts, what ſcruples, what 
perplexities ariſe in my Mind 

= believe thou haſt overcome death ! yet 
* do I tremble at its approaches? I believe 
thou art preſent with me in affliction, yet 


my deareſt Lord, that — cameſt from 
Heaven to reveal to me thy Father's Will, 
yet I do not ſo readily obey it as I ſhould ! I 
-believe, but am too often overcome by Paſ- 
2 e ere too often by 
e W 
O, my Lord! give me ard, a 
Jecoking faith, a vigoraus faith, a hvely faith, 
an effectual faith ; a faith which may — 
me to ſhake off all dulneſs, all. drowfi 
all lazineſs, and which . male we awake 
t0 tighteouſneſs. D ist 
_ Gre me 4 faith that mo fnbgunt/ af 
hardſhips, may be afraid of nothing, of 
—_ no Lion in the Way, Give me a 
3 | faith 


how often do I loſe thy image! I believe, 
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faith that may make me bold as a lion, cou- 


rageous in danger, reſolute in the greateſt 
trials, and magnanimous under the greateſt 


Burdens. A faith I want, which may make 


all that is within me ſtoop to the Yoke of Je- 


fus, which may eroſs my fleſh and blood, 


crucify my vain deſires, and daſh mine inor- 


dinate affections. 


O give me a faith which may make me 


tender of thy glory, loth to do any thing 
that may be offenſive to thee, unwilling to 


diſpleaſe thee, the Author of my Being. 

Give me a faith which may oblige me to 
labour in thy Vine- yard, and work out my 
Salvation with fear and trembling; a faith 


that may look into eternity, ſurvey the glo- 
rious Manſions prepared by the Son of God, 


live there, converſe there, and draw com- 


forts and conſolations from that perfection of 


glory; a faith which may live upon thy pro- 
miſes, lay hold on them in deſpite of oppoſi- 
tion, nd: claim them as my e for ever; 
n faith which may look death in tho face, 
defy its power, Wupport itſelf with Chriſt's 
victory, and fing with triumph over it, 
Ob death, where is thy Sting? A faith which 
may make afflictions eaſy, my burden light, 
ſweeten all my — 3 a faith which may 
purify my heart, conſtrain me to obedience, 
and compel me to a chearful running at thy 
command and order; a faith —. may con- 
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troul all my luſts, check my inordinate de. 
ſires, bear down all before it, ſet up · the 
Lord Jeſus in my ſoul, and make every ima- 


gination ſubject to him who muſt reign till 


he hath put all enemies under his feet. 


O bleſſed Light, which enlighteneſt every 


man that comes into the world, direct my 
ſteps, illuminate my underſtanding ſhew me 
the way J muſt walk in, that no error may 
miſlead me, no falſe Doctrine corrupt me, 
no hereſy deceive me, no falſe fire beguile 
me; ſtretch forth thy hand, and hold up 
my goings in thy path, that I may get fate 
to my journey's end. | 0 

I am a traveller and pilgrim here, go thou 
before me, and. Þll follow thee; lead me 
through this barren wilderneſs, and leave me 
not till I enter into Canaan, 

It is not, Lord, of him that runs, nor of 
him that wills, but of thee who ſheweſt 
mercy. As fleſn and blood could not have 
revealed theſe things unto me, ſo thou alone 
muſt enable my faith to quench all the fiery 
darts of the devil. Ariſe, O God, and let 
chine Enemies be ſcatter l. 52 

O, how am I beholden to thee 1 What 
thanks,-what praiſes do Fowe thee, that thou 
haft called me to the light of thy Goſpel! 
That thou haſt diſcovered to me thoſe errors, 
which-perſons of other religions in the world 
lie involv'd in! That I have liberty to 4 7 
2 7 
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thy word, to peruſe it, and to know the 


things belonging to my peace! Thou haft 
not dealt ſo with other perſons; and as for 


thy Judgments, they have not known them. 


But what will this knowledge profit me, 
if my practice be not ſuitable, or my belief 
ſtrong, and firm, and vigorous? I tremble 
to think how many thouſands are like to pe- 
riſn for want of this faith. Ah! how few do 
believe in good earneſt! How few believe 
with any lively affections! How few act, 
and live, as if they did believe! 

O moſt patient God, pity, pity that vaſt 
multitude of chriſtian Unbelievers ] See how 
hell hath opened her mouth to ſwallow them 
up! O, thou that haſt redeemed them with 
thy blood! Why ſhould the enemy run a- 
way with thy purchaſe ! See how theſe poor 
creatures wander like ſheep without a Shep- 
herd . 08652 

O, gather them O, ſeek them, that thou 
mayeſt find them ! Undeceive them, let 
them ſee how far they are from the king- 
dom of God ! O my Lord! I believe that 
thou art and wilt be a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek thee; I believe if any man 
will do thy Will, he ſhall know of thy doc- 
trine, whether it be of God or no; I be- 


lieve, that not the leaſt tittle of thy word 


ſhall fail. O, increaſe my belief! Let not 
my faith reſt upon thy doctrine only, but let 
x 
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it have regard to all thy Laws! O, let me 
ſo believe an approaching Eternity, as to be 
concerned at the thoughts of it! O, let me 
not only talk of it, but let my belief rouze 
my affections from their ſlumber. 

O, my Jeſus! I believe thou waſt crucif'ed 
for my fins : How then ſhall I live in fin? 
aſſure me that if I do, I do but mock thee: 
How can I believe my fin odious, while J 
embrace and cheriſh it? How can I believe 
it killed thee, while I make much of it? 
How can I believe it drew ſweats of blood 
from thee, while I water it and keep it warm! 

O, I am weary of this vain belief; rid me 
of it ; deliver me from it! Let a'l my neigh- 
bours ſee that I believe theſe things. indeed. 
Let the world fee by my converſation, that 
theſe things work upon me. 

O, let me not only believe theſe 
things, but live them over! Come forth, my 
deareſt; Lord, and meet me! No man can 
come to thee, but he whom thou draweft to 
thee: O, let me touch but the hem of th 
Garment, and I ſhall recover! Let me ſo 
believe in thee, that it may appear thou liveſt 
in me, that I may at laſt attain: the end of my 
faith, even the Salvation of my Soul: Great 
Author and Finiſher of my 1 hear me for 
thy. mercies lake. Amen. 


Me 
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III. 
A Prayer for a lively Hope. 


O Thou, in whom my fathers hoped 
They hoped in thee and thou didſt 


deliver them: Thou art all goodneſs, all 


ſweetneſs, all clemency! Who would not 
hepe in thee! Thy mercies bid me hope, 
thy promiſes bid me hope, and all thy Re- 
velations bid me hope. | | 

O, thou hope of 1/rae!! Here I am, here 
I he proftrate before thy Face; here my 
ſoul intends to breathe out her deſires. | 
O, my Lord! When will that happy day 
come, that glorious day which ſhall have no 


night, no clouds, no darkneſs! Thou haſt 


ſpoke of it, thy Prophets have ſeen viſions of 
it, thy Apoſtles have declared it, one was 
wrapt up above the clouds to take a view of 


it. The Son that came out of thy Boſom 
hath aſſured me of. it. When ſhall mine 


eyes behold that bright day, when I ſhall 
enter into thy joy, be made a co-heir 
with Chriſt, be cloathed in white, ſhine 
as the Stars, look upon thee, and not be 


aſhamed | 


Thou haſt promiſed it, and ſhall not I 


hope for it? O, my Lord, thou ſeeſt me, 
thou art preſent with me, and knoweſt my 


heart, 
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heart, my ſighs, my deſires, thou knoweſt 
J hope for it. | 
O, let this hope he lively, let it be a hope 
which may purify me even as God is pure. 
Nay, my very fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, and 
thou wilt not ſuffer my body to ſee everlaſt- 
ing corruption; thou wilt raiſe me from the 
duſt at laſt; all my bones ſhall ſay, Lord, 
who is like unto thee! | - off 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the 
earth: And though, after my ſkin, worms 
deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee 
God; whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 
eyes ſhall behold, and not another: And 
 *having'this hope, O, aſſiſt me, O, perſuade 
me, O prompt me to cleanſe myſelf from all 
-filthmeſs, both of fleſn and ſpirit, and to 
perfect holineſs in the fear of God. 
Deck my ſoul with humility, with patience, 
with conſtancy, that no rods, no- ſtripes, no 
- \ priſon, no torment, no ſhipwreck, no perils of 
waters, no perils of robbers, no perils among 
my own country-men, no perils among hea- 
thens, no perils in the city, no perils in 
the wilderneſs, no perils in the Sea, no pe- 
-rils among falſe brethren, no wearineſs, no 
| painfalnels no watchings, no hunger, no 
thirſt, no cold, no nakedneſs, no weaknels, 
no infirmity, no honour or diſhonour, no 
good report or evil report, may diſcourage 
2 me 
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me from truſting in thee! Tho? the Lord 
fhall kill me, yet let me hope in him. 
If in this life only I have hope in Chriſt, I 
am of all men moſt miſerable. 
The Lord is my light and my ſalvation, 
wham ſhall I fear? The Lord is the ſtrength 
of my life, of whom ſhall I be afraid? Tho? 
a hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my heart 
ſhall not fear : Tho? war ſhould riſe againſt 
me, in this will I be confident; for in the time 


of trouble he ſhall hide me in his pavilion, in 


the ſecret of his Tabernacle he ſhall hide me, 
he ſhall ſet me upon a rock. 
Thou art he that took me out of-the womb, 


thou didſt make me hope when I was upon 


my mother's breaſts : O, let it not be in the- | 


_ of men or devils to {ſhake this hope. 
et it be -my Anchor, ſure and ftedfaſt, 
which no waves, no billows, no ſtorms, no 
tempeſts, can move. 

Whatever evils befal me, let me think 
they come from a father's hand. Let no 
proſperity, no ſun- ſhine, no calmneſs, no 
ſmiling Fortune, ſubvert this hope in my 
ſoul. Let me look upon all theſe out ward 
comforts as vanity, vanity of vanities, which 
can give no eaſe, no comfort, no ſatisfaction 
to a ſoul of a ſpiritual appetite. | 
Let me thirſt after nothing ſo much as af- 
ter thy love, as after ſpiritual bleſſings, as 


after the hidden manna, as after the white 


ſtone, 
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ſtone, which no man knows, fave he who! 
receives it. 

I will not hope in any creature ; I will a. 
riſe and depart, for here is not my reſt. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art 
thou ſo diſquieted within me? Hope thou in 
God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the 
health of my Countenance, and my God, 

My ſoul, wait thou only upon God, for 
my expectation is from him, he only is my 
rock and my ſalvation, he is my defence, | 
ſhall not be moved. In God is my falvation 
and my glory, the rock of my ſtrength, and 
my refuge is in God. Truſt in him at al W or 
times, ye people, pour out your hearts be- m 
fore him. Thou haſt been a ſhelter for me, tl 
and a ſtrong tower from the enemy. From th 
the end of the earth will I ery unto thee, A 
when my heart is over-whelmed. 

O, my God, my goodneſs extends not unto y 
thee: The Lord is the portion of my inhe- | 

t 
{ 
| 


ritance, and of my Cup, thou maintaineſt my 

Let... We: 

Who was ever confounded that truſted in 
thee? Who was ever forſaken that hoped ir 
thee? Who was ever deſpiſed that in good 
earneſt called upon thee * All hail, my dear- 
eſt Lord, my hope! I love thee, I embrace 
thee, I renounce all thoſe leſſer goods which 
are in the world, that I may make thee my 
- higheſt and my chiefeſt good. 7 
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It is true, Lord, I am a ſinner, and have 
been a very ungrateful wretch ; the leaſt of 
thy mercies is more than I have deſerved : 
My very righteouſneſs hath been as filthy 
rags: But I will not truſt in my bow; nei- 
ther is it my {ward that ſhall ſave me; but 
thy mercy, O- Lord, thy mercy, and the 
palms of thy hands, on which thou haſt en- 
graven my name, ſhall be my Refuge. 

I have ho merits, no deſerts to truſt to: 
F can claim nothing as my right ; all T am, 
and all I have, is thy charity : What good- 
neſs there is in me, 1s entirely owing to thy 
grace and compaſſion: With this thou crowneſt 
me, with this thou enricheſt me, with this 
thou anointeſt my head, that I may work in 
thy vine-yard, and receive the recompence 
at night. BY | 

I confide not in my works, I depend not 
upon my induſtry, I reft not in my own 
labours; but in thy blood, in thy ſweat, in 
thy good pleaſure, O glorious Son of God 
Curſed is the man that truſts in man, and 
makes fleſh his arm. I will hope in thy mer- 
cy, my heart ſhall rejoice in thy falvation : 
Evening and morning, and at noon, will I 
prays and thou wilt hear my voice; thou 

| ſaid, Af, and ye ſhall receive; Seek, and 
ye ſhall find; Knock, and it Mall be opened to 
you : Who would not. hope after this ? Who 
would not rely upon thee after ſuch a promiſe ? 


7 
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O, let me find grace in the fight of my 
Lord! I defire nothing elſe ; this is the 
height of my wiſhes; this is it -which en- 
groſſes the faculties of my Soul. Thy grace 
is the Jewel I want, the pearl I ſtand in need 
of, the crown my ſoui longs for. 

Thou art my witneſs, O Lord, that my 
heart thinks ſo; thou haſt bans of mercy, 
thy ſtores are large and inexhauſtible ! Thou 
biddeft me come and buy without money, 
and without price, and my foul ſhall live! 
Thou doſt promiſe me more than kings can 
promiſe ; and no wonder, for thou art 
greater and richer than all the kings of the 
earth, 

Thou giveſt reſt to the weary ſoul, and 
ſtrength to the faint, therefore ' mine eyes 
ſhall be towards thee! O, let thine eyes be 
open, and thine ears attend unto the prayer 
of thy ſervant! Do thou chuſe and ſanctify 
this houſe, that thy name may be there for 
ever, and let thme eyes and thy heart be here 

etually, 

| Thy liberality and bounty is immenſe and 
mnie! J cannot but hope in thee! O, my 
unbeheving heart, couldeſt thou but truſt 
him more, what great things wouldeſt thou 
ſee! His mercy is upon thee, according as 
thou hopeſt in him. The more thou * 
the greater is his mercy. = 


4 


The. Fire of the Altar, 109 


O, my Lord | What ſtupendous gifts doſt 
thou preſent me with! What amazing offers 
doſt thou make ro my foul! Thou art not 
only willing to impart thy graces to me ; but 
in thy Supper giveſt me thyſelf! And here 
thou offereſt to carry me in thy arms, to be 
my nurſing Father, and to be food to my 
hungry Soul! May it be unto me according 
to thy word. | | 

Come, Lord, lodge thou in my ſoul, make 
it thy dwelling-place, anoint it with the oil 


of mercy; I will go and take the Cup of 


Salvation, and call upon the Name of the 
Lord. Thy Loving kindneſs ſhall be before 
mine eyes, and I will walk in thy truth; I 
wil not fit with vain perſons, neither will I 
go in with the diſſemblers: I will waſh mine 
hands in innocency, and ſo will I compaſs 
thine Altar, O Lord ! That I may publiſh 
with the voice of thankſgiving, and tell of 
all thy wondrous works. | 
heart ſhall be inditing a good matter, 


M 
| 88 will ſpeak of the things touching the 
ing 


of Saints. Into thy hands I commit my 
ſpirit, for thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord, thou 
God of truth! O, make thy Face to ſhine 
upon thy ſervant, and O let me hope unto the 
end, for the grace that is brought unto me at 


the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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IV. 


A Prayer fer Live and Charity. 


| Thou, who haſt ſo loved the world, x 

to give thine only Son, to the end that 
all that believe in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life ! What ſhall I do to love 
thee ! What ſhall I do to be united to thee! 
What ſhall I do to get a place in thy Boſom 


If I love thee not, I am undone ; if thou 


doſt not look exceeding lovely in mine eyes, 
I am loſt; if my affections do not look upon 
thee, I periſh; I cannot be happy without 
loving thee! My foul is deſtitute of her pro- 
per good, if thou be not the object of my 
delight! I am perfectly miſerable, if thou be 
not the center of my ſpirit. 

Love is the greateſt gift that's given to poor 
creatures. Love enriches their ſouls: Love 
makes their faces ſnine: Love muſt brighten 
their ſouls, and make them appear lovely 
the eyes of God! O, my Lord ! Thou ha 


given me faculties to love thee, underſtand- 


ing to cantemplate thy beauty, and mercy, 
and perfection; memory to retain the lively 
apprehenſions of thy glory, and a will to 
prompt my whole man to ſuitable actions. 
The more I love thee, the holier I am: 
The more I love thee, the more I am E 
thee; 
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thee; for where I love, there is my ſoul ; 
where my affections are, there is my ſpirit ; 
where my treaſure 1s, there will my heart be 
alſo. 3 
Who would look upoh a dung-hill, that 
can view a glorious Palace? Who would: hear 
nat the ſcreetches of owls, and night-ravens, that 
nt can hear melodious muſick ? And why ſhould 
ve U be taken with the pomp and glory of the 
e world, which, in compariſon of thee, is a 
m! meer dung-hill? Or with the careſſes and 
ou praiſes of mortal men, which are perfect 
es, howlings, compared with the harmony thy 
01 Love doth make? ; 
put Shall I love honour, and not love thee, 
r0- who art the fountain of it? Shall T love plea - 
my WW ſure, and not love thee, in whoſe preſence 
be there is fulneſs of Joy? Who can be likened 
unto thee, O Lord! And if nothing can be 
likened unto thee, I muſt love nothing like 
thee : And if I juſtly love that which is good, 
1 muſt neceſſarily love thee more than all 
things in this world; for thou art infinitely 
better than all things in this world. There 
is nothing ſo good, nothing ſo precious, no- 
thing ſo rich, nothing ſo amiable as thou art, 
O, my Jeſus! How great is thy conde- 
ſoenſion! Thou knoweſt I could love nothing 
ſo well as what was like me, and in all com- 
pliance with my temper, (for thou knoweſt 
my frame) thou becameſt like me indeed; the 

F F immor- 
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immortal became mortal; the eternal became 
an infant: If therefore I love man, who is 
naturally like me, how much more am! 
bound to love thee, who wroughteſt a mira- 
cle to become man, that thou mighteſt be 
like me ! 

Love defires the preſence of its delightful 
object, and can any thing be more preſent 
than thou art? Thou art in me, and with 
me: Thou art preſent in all places, at 
all times, in all companies; thou art wil. 
ling to dwell ia me, and make thine abode 
in me: Thou art content never to depart 
from me. 

Thou art ſtrangely bountiful ! mth would 
not love thee?” Who ever gave greater or 
larger gifts, either _ in number, or more 
in tity, or longer cen than th 
mn lens | 

From thee every good and perfes gift 


copies: down; whatever gifts I receive from 


thy creatures, thou ſendeſt them: The crea- 


tures are but the channels or the pipes thro i 


which they are conveyed; and ſhall not 
love the fountain more than the channel, the 
ſpring more than the pipe - thro? which the 
water runs, and the great giver more than 
the meſſengers that carry it? 

Thou workeſt in all, thou incline the 
hearts of the bountiful, thou openeſt ther 


nn, thou turneſt their hearts into 3 
ol 
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thou ſeaſoneſt their minds with thoughts of 
me, and thou bendeſt their wills to do me 
dod! And ſhall not I look up from the 
| kh to the Creator, and give him my 
deareſt love? 55 
I will love thee, O Lord, I muſt love thee, 
for thou art ſweet beyond compariſon, ami- 
able without parallel, lovely to a miracle! 
Thou art the true Father of my ſoul, thou 
provideſt for me, thou takeſt care of me, 
thou art exceeding tender of me, thou bear- 
eſt me on thy hands, on thy wings thou 
carrieſt me as the, eagle doth her young; 
nay, thou offereſt me the happy relation of 
brother, and ſiſter, and mother: for he that 
doth thy will, ſhall be all this in thy eſteem; 
he ſhall be as dear to thee as theſe relations 
are to mortal men. : 
Thou art my friend indeed! O my Lord, 
whither doth thy love carry thee! Thou lay- 


| eſt aide thy glorious Titles, and thy magni- 


ficent names, and becomeſt my friend ! And 


never was 4 truer friend than thou art, and 


haſt been to me. ct 

No viciſſitude hath changed thee, no Re- 
volution hath altered thee, no accident hath 
eſtranged thy heart from me ! My unworthi- 
neſs doth not turn away thy affections from 
me] Tho' thou dwelleſt on high, yet thou 
humbleſt thyſelf to behold the ways of the 
children of men. 


F 2 My 
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My ſores do not make thee loath me, my 
infirmities do not move thee to caſt me away, 
my vileneſs doth not tempt thee to deſpiſe me. 

Thou loveſt at all times: If I am: wounded, 
thou bindeſt up my wounds ; if I am broken, 
thou healeft me; if I am grieved, thou re- 
freſheſt me; if I am in danger, thou deliver- 
eſt me; if under pain, thou giveſt me eaſe; 
if under trouble, thou comforteſt me. O my 
Jeſus, thou art gone up to thy Father, and 
to my Father, and haſt made us friends. 
Thou haſt reconciled him to my ſoul! 
Thou haſt loved me before the foundation of 
the world! How often haſt thou in mercy 
looked upon me] How often haſt thou piti- 
ed me! I was unworthy of thy compaſſion ; 
yet, ſeeing me lie in my blood, thou ſaidſt, 
Live, in thy blood, live. 

What ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou great 
preſerver of men? No words, no language 
will reach thy love, or give a tolerable de- 
ſeription of it; yet ſtill this encreaſes my ob- 
ligations to love thee ! And what a mercy 1 
it, that thou wilt give me leave'to love thee! 

That this great, this glorious, this im- 
menſe, this incomprehenſible God, will youch- 
ſafe to be loved by a worm! What a favour 
is it! Prize it, O my ſoul! And think thou 
heareſt every creature, that is beneficial to 
thee, calling upon thee to love him, 
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The ſun that ſhines upon thee, calls to 
thee, 1 give thee Light, that thou mayeſt admire 
the Father of Lights So doth the moon, ſo 
do the ſtars, ſo do all thoſe things whereby 
thou art fed, maintained, cloathed, and pre- 
ſerved in health. Theſe all call, V ſerve thee, 
that thou mayeſt ſerve thy God; and do good to 
thee, that thou mayeſt love him, whoſe hand 
hath placed us in theſe Stations. 

O my God, ſhall I have ſuch monitors 
to love thee, and be deaf to the call ? How 
will all theſe riſe in judgment againſt me one 
day, if I love thee not? How juſtly do ] fall 
a ſacrifice to thy wrath, if under ſuch exhor- 


tations I deſpiſe thy love? 


How many fouls have periſhed, and I am 
yet alive? How many have been ſtruck dead 
in their fins, and I am yet called to repen- 
tance ? How many do yet walk in darkneſs, 
and I have the honour to ſeek thy marvellous 
Light! Thou haſt dealt more kindly by me 
than thou haſt done by others. TREES» 
O how am I bound to love thee! I ſee the 


odiouſneſs of that fin, which others doat on; 


1 ſee the deformity of thoſe vices, which others 
wallow in; I ſee the beauty of that virtue, 
which others ſcorn ; I ſee the charms of that 
grace, which others laugh at ; I taſte of thoſe 


comforts, which others continue ignorant of ! 


I I ſee the reaſonableneſs. of thy Precepts, 
which others count an intolerable yoke 51 
Ts 5 have 
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have ſome ſenſe of another world, while 
thouſands live as if there were none ! I fee 
the neceſſity of holineſs, while others make 
a mock of fin! 

What motives are theſe to love thee ? Shall 
L be afraid, or aſhamed, after all this, to love 
thee? Every ſenſe I have, bids me love thee! 
I cannot ſmell to any » but I ſmell the 
fragrancy of thy love! 1 cannot taſte any 
thing, but J muſt taſte how —— — 
gracious: thou art! I cannot look upon any 
thing, but I ruſt ſee thy goodneſs The oil 
of 31 V love ſwims eee. I touch 


8 "That ſoul deſerves 8 that doth not love 

thee: In loving thee I Ve! Thy love is bet- 
ter than life | my days will have an end;; my 
life, eder long, will from me} My riches, 
my glory, my wealth, my health, my liber. 
ty, my caſe, my friends, my acquamtance, 
they will, Ser long, expire; but if I love 
thee, that will remain with: me to eternity 


thee mine. 
By loving thee, 1 ber that bam mer mine 
_ own: Thou haſt made me for thyſelf, and if 
Jam not thine, I cannot be mine own; for 
at that inſtant that I would be my own, I 
ceaſe to be thine. Thou art to me all that 
heart can wiſh, or reaſon can defire ! Thou 
art TIP light, my pillow, my reft, my fun, 
my 
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my meat, my drink, my glory, my joy. 
Thou haſt given me thy Son, and in giving 
him, haſt grven me more than ten thouſand 
worlds! And if this be not enough, thou art 
ready to give me more; ſhew-me thy love, 
and it ſuffices me. 
Thou haſt wounded me with thy love I 
will follow thee | O, let me do thy will; let 
me do that which thou wilt, and not what [ 
will 
Deſpiſe me not: forfake- me not, o, do 
not go fur from me! Draw me after thee, 
and I ſhalt run! Woe is me, that I muſt 
dwell in Meſbect, and have my habitation 1 in 
the tents of Kedar / 
O, leave me not to myſelf! x oonfoctegs 
my foul and to thee; 
pleaſe thee be 
© ſorget me not, and let me never f 
thee ! Let me rather die' a thouſand: deaths, 
| than live without thee ! O, Jet me love thee 
' fo, that I may long to draw others to thy 
love! Let me be grieved when men do not 
keep thy kw! Let it go to my heart, to 
ſee thee diſhonoured and affronted. 


both 
| them, © Lord, as it ſhall 
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Thou threateneſt me with eternal flames, if 
the flames of thy love cannot warm me now; 
I am not worthy to love thee, yet thou art 
moſt worthy to be loved by — O let me 
eh, let me pant, let me breathe after thee! 


n en 


= authority in my heart: I would not have it 
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O, my life, let me live to thee! O, my take 
glory, let me be content to die for thee ! O, W woi 
refuge, let me ever run to thee! O, thou MW tior 
eternal love, let me be always mindful of thee, I w 
let mo embrace thee! Let me reſolve not to the 


let thee go, till thou haſt brought me to that I 
place where I ſnall be for ever united to thee. nei 
Withdraw mine heart from the creature lov 


Why ſhould it go aſtray from thee? I am ſen- ſay 
fible what hurt my love to the creature hath I ke 
done me: It hath alienated my heart from wo 
thee: It hath made thy word a fayour of death not 
unto death to me: It hath rendered thy Pro- WO 
mites inſipid to me: It hath made me flight thy 
thy ſervice : It hath made thy ways nauſeous hit 
and irkſome to me: It: hath made thy Laws 
tedious to me: It hath made me forget the 
Jife I am to live for ver: It hath made me 
weary. of thy love, back ward to ſelf - denial, 
made me aſhamed of Chriſt, cooled my zeal, 
damped my religious deſires; and ſhall I har- 
bour the viper in my boſom any more? 
O, throw this enemy out of my ſoul; diſ- 
poſſeſs it of its habitation, expel it by thy 
wer, make it vaniſh by thy preſence; 1 
g not grace to hate any thing that thou 
haſt made; but thy aſſiſtance, that I may 
love the creature leſs than the. 
. I would not have the love of the creature 
engroſs my ſoul: I would not have it uſurp 


take 
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take place of my love to thy ſweet ſelf: I 
would not give it the aſcendant in my affec- 
tions: I would have it ſubordinate to my love: 
I would have it to be a ſervant to my love ta 
thee : I would not have it juſtle out-thy love. 

I know, my deareſt Lord, I muſt love my 
neighbour too; I cannot love thee without [I 
love him with an unfeigned love; I lie, if I 
ſay I love thee, whom I have not ſeen, when 
love not my brother, whom I ſee ; but | 
would not love man better than thee; I would 
not comply with him to diſpleaſe thee ; I 
would not prefer his ſmiles or frowns before 
thy favour, or-thy indignation; I would love 
him for thee; and in thee : and O, thou that 
haſt loved me fo as to die for me, grant me 
that charity which is the neceſſary effect of my 
love to thee | 

Thou haſt loved my neighbour as well as 
myſelf : My Jeſus! thou haſt died for him 


; 


as well as for myſelf ; though I muſt ſtand 


amazed at the particular mercy thou haft 
ſhewn to me, yet the light of thy favour hath 
ſhined upon my Fel'ow-chriſtians too. | 

O, let me love them with a pure heart, fer- 
vently: Hereby ſhall all men know that we 
are thy diſciples, if we love one another. O 
my Lord ! I am reſolved to be thy diſciple, 
and therefore will not only love thoſe that 
love me, but even thoſe that hate ge. 


44 


F z | 1 


120 The Fire of the Altar. 


O, make me tender-hearted, and com- 
paſſionate to my neighbour : Make me rea- 
dy to forgive, ready to bear with his infirmi- 
ties, ready to relieve him, ready to aſſiſt him, 
ready to ſuccour him: O, let all clamour, 
malice, hatred, evil ſpeaking, and cenſori. 
ouſneſs, be put away from me; rid me of all 
guile, hypocriſy, and diſhoneſty. 

Let it be known by my meek, humble, 
and charitable temper, that the ſame mind is 
in me which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. In vain 
do I call myſelf thy follower, if I tread not in 
thy ſteps, or do not render good for evil, and 
ſhew all meekneſs unto all men. 

When I am reviled, let me not revile again: 
Let there not be any root of bitterneſs in me: 
baniſh from me baſe ſuſpicions : Teach me to 
put a favourable conſtruction on other men's 

actions, and to overcome evil with good. 

Mortify in me the Itch of contradiction: 
Make me affable, courteous, kind, gentle: 
and let no provocation ſour that diſpoſition 
in me: Make me patient and long; ſuffefing, 
peaceable and eaſy to be intreated; give me 
a temper that may make me rejoice in the 
proſperity of others. 

Let all pride and envy die in me: Let me 
delight in works of mercy, in feeding the 
hungry, giving drink to the | 
ing the-naked, viſiting the fick, comforting 
the priſoners, counſelling the weak, ſupport- 
* | 


mg 
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ing the feeble, directing the erroneous, re- 
proving the unwary, guiding the blind, uſing 
hoſpitality to ſtrangers. | | 

Make me circumſpect in my ſpeeches, that 
] offend not with my tongue? Give me pre- 
ſence of mind upon all occafions, that I may 
not ſpeak or act raſhly to my neighbour's pre- 
judice! O let thy love be always before me, 
that I may have compaſſion on my fellow- 
ſervant ! O, let thy blood ſupple my heart, 
that it may melt at the fight of his wants and 
neceſſities | 

O let that word ſound always in my ears, 
That thou#h I ſpeak with the tongue of Angels, 
and haus no charity, it profits me nothing; 1 
ſhall ſee thy charity iti the Sacrament of thy 
Supper J ſnall ſee what thou didſt for me 
and all the world? I ſhall ſee what inconve- 
niencies thou didſt endure to procure our 
happineſs 2 T ſhall ſee how thou didſt deny 


$ thyſelf for our fakes ? I ſhal! ſee how thou 


didſt not count thine own life dear to fave 
ours? 1 ſhall fee how gentle thou waſt to 
thine enemies, how thou prayeſt for them 
that perſecuted thee, how thou didſt bleſs 
them that did curſe thee ? I ſhall fee what 
pains thou tookeſt, what anguiſh thou en- 
dureſt to ſnatch us from damnation | | 
O let that charity prevail with me! O let 
that goodneſs produce bowels of mercy in me; 
that as much as in me lies, I may keep the uni: 


ty of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Make 
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Make me willing to recede from mine own 
right for concord's fake. O root out that 
baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which makes me fo careleſs 
of my neighbour's good. 

O thou eternal truth ! thou haſt promiſed 
to write thy Laws in my heart : O write this 
law of love with thine own blood, and make 
the characters ſo laſting, that nothing may 
blot them out! O let me love myſelf leſs, 
that I may love thee and my neighbour more, 

O, let that fire of thy love put out the im- 
pure ire of my luſts and corruptions ! O, let 
that fire purify my ſoul from thoſe inordinate 
ons and deſires which too often endanger 
it! Thou art the God that anſwereſt by fire, 
let me feel thy fire and the force of it; let 

it go through my ſoul, and ſcatter heat thro' 
every part, that I may be transformed and 
changed into love. 

Let me love thee vehemently, ardently, 
ſuperlatively, conſtantly ;. and my neighbour 
Jah, modeſtly, purely, ſincerely, and in- 
violably. Whatever thou . me, ny 
as not this love. "ot 

Remember thy word unto thy. ſervant, in 
which thou haſt cauſed me to hope. Thou 
haſt aid, I will give unto him that is athirſt, 
of the water of life, freely; O give me this 
love, elſe I faint 0 ſpare me a-little, that 


RES, 


I may recover ſtrength, dane l 80 . | 
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O thou ſpirit of love, blow upon me, and 
theſe dry bones ſhall live! O Jeſu! come 
and live in me; and if thou, who art love 
and charity itſelf, live in me, I ſhall love all 
that thou would'ſt have me love, and be a 
monument of thy love, and ſhare in thy 
everlaſting love. Amen. 


Let the wg of heaven hear when I call. 


V. 
A Ae for Imitation of the holy Life and 
Example of Jeſus. 


Thou who art the way, the truth, and 

the life! I know thee, who thou art; 

the Son of the living God! Who ſhall lead 
me into Edom, who ſhall bring me into the 
—— city, into that city which hath foun- 
— — whoſe builder and maker is God? 
Wilt not thou, O Lord, ſtrong, and mighty? 
Hear, O my foul! thy Redeemer calls; 


| If any Man ſerve me, let him follow, and where 


Jam, there ſhall alſo my Servant be. 
O my Lord, I had need of a guide in this 
age, when the world lies in eee L 
ow many ways to ruin do I ſee? How 
many nets do I ſee ſpread for me? What a 
fnare are even thoſe outward. comforts. how 
do they entice and draw. the heart away 


O Father of mercy ! how many thouſand 
do J ſee begwl'd by COTS and ee 
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of this life? How inſenſible do they grow 
of that life they are to live for ever? How 
forgetful of God? How enamour'd with the 
gauds and glories of this world | How does 
the beauty of their ſouls decay and wither 
away ? And one teaches the other to go to 
hel! | | 

O, my God, what ſhall I do among fo many 
enemies? Whither ſhall I turn myſelf in all 
this darkneſs? How ſhall I behave myſelf 
among all theſe precipices ? Without thy 
light I muſt needs be loſt! Riſe, riſe, thou 

lorious morning ſtar, that I may be able to 
Le my way; thou that art the light of the 
world ! He that follows thee, cannot walk 
in darkneſs. Thou art my fun, why ſhould 
F be afraid of going aſtray? Thou art my 
way, how ean I de deceived? Thou art 
goodneſs itſelf, how can I miſtruſt thee, 
when thou haſt ſpilt thy blood for me? 

Tho” naturally thou dwelleft in a light in- 
acceſſible, yet of inviſible thou becameſt vi- 
fible, on purpoſe that I might follow, not the 
father of lies, not Lucifer, not that enemy 
who transforms himſelf into an angel of 
ght: but thee, in whom all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge are. 
Great phyſician of ſouls! thou cameſt 
down to preferibe me phyfick, and that I 
might not be afraid to take it, did take it 
before me, and of God becameſt Man, 
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might imitate thee in the holineſs of thy 


human nature. 

This is it, O my Lord, that my ſoul de- 
fires, even to ſet thee before my eyes, to re- 
preſent thee in lively colours before my mind, 
and to conform to thy great example. O my 
Jeſus ! thy ſpirit I want, which may change 
me into thy image from glory to glory, from 
one degree of brightneſs to another, and 
enable me to ſee what harmony, what peace, 
what order, what content, what ſatisf ion 
there was in thy innocent, ſpotleſs, and 
blameleſs life. 

O my God, my foul longs to fay with thy 
N I live, yet not I, but Chriſt lives in 

Once thou didſt create me after thy 


: lmaght but I defaced it ; thoſe curious lines 


I darkened and daſhed, yet thou haſt given 
me hopes to recover that Jewel; and, O my 
Lord, do thou place it in its throne again: 
How do I long to have my heart renewed, 
and my ſoul transformed, that I may mind 
the things of the Spirit with fincerity and 
earneſtneſs | 

Who but a fool world nit tread in t 
ſteps, my deareſt Lord? Yet ſuch a fool, 
fuch a ſot, ſuch a beaſt I have been! 1 have 
ken thee lighting me to Heaven, and yet have 
loyed darkneſs better than light! © 

O thou eternal Wiſdom ! I hate this folly! 
| abbot this ſhpidity b will follow the Lamb 

whither- 
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whitherſoever 45 goes! the Apoſtles followed 
thee, why ſhould not I? whole armies of 
primitive Believers followed thee, why ſhould 
not I? Why ſhould not their example prompt 
me? Why ſhould I have leſs eſteem for thee 
than they had ? 

My very name obliges me to follow thee ! 
What am I a chriſtian for, if I do not imitate 
thee! O let me not blaſpheme that worthy 
Name whereby I am called! I blaſpheme it, 
if by my vain converſation, I give. thine ene- 
mies occaſion to ſpeak ill of thy religion. Do 
I call myſelf by thy Name, and ſhall not 
that name put me in mind of my duty ? 
My heart is ſtubborn, my will perverſe! O 
do thou bow it, make me ready, make me 
willing, make me expedite for this work. 

Thou tookeſt up thy croſs, O let me not 
dream of beds of roſes | Thou waſt ſubject to 
thy parents, O make me ſubmiſſive. to my 
ſuperiors.! Thou didſt reſiſt temptations, O 
let me not be overcome by them! Thou didſt 


deſpiſe the world, O let me not be enamour- 


ed ith it! Thou wenteſt about doing good, 
O let me not be back ward to works 1 * 
rity! 

Thou didft deny thyſelf, O let me not in- 
dulg e my vain Jefres Thou didſt work 
while the day did laſt, O let me not harden 
my heart in this my day! Thou waſt humble, 
a the ſame humility take root in my ou! 

ou 


| cheriſh them, whereſoever I find them. 


Thou waſt a pattern of gravity; O let me 


let not Juke-warmneſs ſpoil my ſoul! Thou 
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Thou waſt meek, O let this meekneſs be the 
rule of all my actions! Thou dideſt not aim 
at vain glory, O let no ſuch pitiful end defile 
my foul! | ret 9a 45} 

Thou dideſt bear with the weak, O let 
me be tender-hearted and gentle too Thou 
dideſt patiently endure injuries, O let me 
not fret and murmur under them] Thou 
waſt faithful in all thy Father's houſe, O let 
me be ſo in the duties of my calling, and re- 
lations ! Thou didſt receive and embrace the 
penitent; O let me 1 over thoſe who are 
ſorry for their faults! Thou didſt encourage 
goodneſs and holy inclinations; O let me 


Thou didſt do thy Father's Will, O let 
me nat pretend impediments! Thou didſt 
good for evil, O let me not recompence ſin 
with ſin! A ſenſe of God's goodneſs was meat 
and drink to thee, O let it be my Diet too! 


not be vain and fooliſh in my converſation 
Thou didſt ſpend thyſelf for the good of 
mankind, O let me nat indulge my eaſe too 
much! Thou didit entirely reſign thyſelf. to 
thy Father's pleaſure under the ſevereſt trials, 
O teach me this art of ſelf-reſignation too 
Thou waſt zealous for the houſe of God, O 


waſt not taken with the pomp and glory of 
the world; O let me not be gull'd with theſe 


empty 


enterprizes be u engag'd in. 
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empty ſhows! The frowns and contempt of 
men could not make thee weary of being 
ſtrictly conſcientious ; Oh let not theſe piti- 
ful things make me aſham'd of thee and thy 


goſpel. 


my Jeſus, thy kingdom muſt ſuffer Vio- 
lence, and whoever enters there, muſt force 
his _ through all impediments! And what 
if I offer violence to my luſts and paſſions for 
a time, how fweet will it be, to lie incircled 
in thy arms one day, and to hear thee ſay, 
Came ys bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king. 
Thou doſt promiſe: me, that if I will fight 
for thee, thow wilt give me to eat of the tree 
of life, and fit down with thee in thy king- 
dom, at thy table, and to be a king, and a 
prieft for ever. | | 
Do l believe this, and feruple fighting the 
good! fight? Do I believe this, and am | 
afraid of the' world's frowns? Do I believe 
this, and am I aſhamed of the ſeverities thou 
calleft me to? 480 | 
Why thould' F miſtruſt thee, when I fe 
thee uſe the fame mortification thou bid?ſt me 
chuſe ? If a ſoldicr fee his king uſe the ſame 
pains, habit, and hard fate, which the mean- 
eſt man in the army uſes, what courage doth 
it infuſe into him, to endure hardſhip and 
other difficulties, that may attend the various 
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O my Lord! that very contempt of the 
world, that meekneſs and humility, that ſe- 
verity of life, that averſion from ſenſual plea- 
ſures, that enmity to ſin, that hatred of va- 
nity, that indignation againſt brutiſh delights, 
that ſincerity, that ſimplicity thou requireſt 
of me, thou didſt obferye, and practiſe, and 
perform thyſelf; ſo that thou layeſt the ſame 
burden on my ſhoulders: that lay on thine ; 
and if I die with thee, I hall live with thes 
too; if 1 ſuffer with thee, Eſhall reign with 
thee. 4373 
© then, I will not tarry ; I will make haſte 
and conform to. thine . F ſhall not 
fare worſe than my king and maſter did: 
and as I have born the image of the earthy, 
ſo ſhall I bear the image of the heavenl. 

F will walk as my Jeſus walked! O my 
Lord make me holy, as thou art holy, per- 
fect as my Father which is in heaven is per- 


fect. O my Lord! there is no other way to 


glory, but by thee. 
Thou being exceeding rich, becameſt poor 
to enrich my ſoul } thou cameſt not to do 
thine own will, but the will of him that' ſent 
thee} Put thine arms under me, and I will 
not do mine own wilt: I wilt follow: thee 
through fire and water: I will follow thee 
report and evil report. | 


0. 
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O, chaſe away all laviſh fear from my 
foul! Let me not be afraid of difficulties, 
What can be difficult, where thou art both 
the guide and the encourager ? Thou canſt 
not deceive me; thou canſt not delude me 
it muſt be ſo as thou haſt ſaid ; all things are 
poſſible to him that believes: P11 chuſe ſome 
hardſhip here, that I may reſt in thy boſom 
hereafter ; I will be content to paſs through 
a dirty way for ſome time, that I may lie 
down in the green paſtures of thy mercy for 
ever. | 

The fight of thy croſs in the holy facra- 
ment ſhall be my motive: I will draw argu- 
ments from that remembrance of thy death 
to die to the world: I will travel with thee; 
I will fail through the boiſterous ſea of this 
life with ther: And, O my Jeſus] let me ar- 
rive ſafe at laſt in the everlaſting harbour. 
Amen, Amen. 3; i 4 1511 51 112 


9 
8 


| „ 9p 
A. Thankſotving after the receiving. of the 


Lord's Supper, 0 be ſaid either at Church 
er at. Home. e Al 110 | 7: 5 AFM 11 
XD now, what reward ſhall J render 
T unto thee, O holy, and bleſſed, and in- 
comprehenſible Trinity, for all the benefits 
I have received at thy hands this day | A- 
wake, up my glory: Awake my outward and 
inward man: I will fing and give praiſe. 

0 Whence 
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Whence is it that ſo poor a wretch as I am, 
is crowned with all this mercy: and loving- 
kindneſs ? WW 179 | 

O my ſoul, thou haſt been watered this day 
with the ſtreams that flow from the Paradiſe 
of God! I that was worthy. of God's hatred, 
how have I been this day advanced]! What 
great things hath God done for me! What 
honour. hath he laid upon me ! What ma- 
jeſty, what glory hath he conferred upon me 

I feel the fire of God within me: My 
heart grows hot within me: I will ſing and 
give praiſe; Who would not praiſe thee, that 
hath ſeen thy goings in the ſanctuary, as I 
have ſeem them this day | 

Holy Father, thou haſt this day embraced 
me! holy Jeſus, thou haſt this day poured 
out bleſſings upon me; holy Spirit, thou 
haſt this Gay manifeſted thyſelf unto me: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hoſts, thou 
haſt humbled thyſelf this day to a dead dog. 

O how often have I returned to the vo- 
mit? How often have I gone a whoring from 
thee? Yet behold, the Lord, inſtead of the 
bread of affliction, hath given me the bread 
which came down from heaven ; inſtead of 
the cup of trembling, hath given me the cup 
of Salvation. I will remember thy name, 
O Lord, I will ſpeak of thy wondrous works. 

O my Lord, I ſee thy hand is not ſhort- 
ned, neither is thy ſtrength abated. Wor 
| | that 
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that hadſt mercy on the vileſt ſinners former. 
ly, extendeſt thy goodneſs to fuch miſerahl 
creatures ſtill, I have drawn water this day 
from the well of falvation, even from thy 
wounds, O crucified Redeemer. Thou hat 
looked upon this prodigal this day: Thou 
haſt run and fallen on my neck, and kiſs 
my polluted foul. en 

Oh honour! Oh dignity ! Oh compaſſion! 
Oh charity ! Oh love! Oh mercy! Oh good. 
neſs! which the Redeemer of the world muſt 
ſpeak of! Even they whom he hath redeem. 
ed from the hand of the enemy, and ga. 
thered them out of the lands, from the Eaſt 
and from the Weſt, from the North and 
from the South; they wandered in the wil. 
derneſs, in a ſolitary way, they found no 
city to dwell in; hungry and thirſty, their 
ſouls fainted in them; then they cried unto 
the Lord in their trouble; and he dehvered 
them on of their diſtreſſes, and he led them 
forth by the right way, that they might go to 
a city * ee ee 
On that men would praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, and for his wonderfu] works to th: 
children of Men 1 


Open to me the Gates of righteouſneſs, I | 


will go into them, and I will praife the Lord. 
This is the Gate of the Lord, into which the 
righteous. ſhall enter; I will praife thee, for 
thou haſt heard me, and art become my fal- 
A vation, 


ao E <£ 
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vation. The ſtone which the builders refu- 
ſed, is become the head ſtone of the corner. 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes. 

If 1 forget thee, © my Jeſus, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
Thou haſt regarded my tears; thou , haſt 
taken notice of my ſupplication; thou haſt 
given me my heart's deſire ; thou haſt not 
with- held from me the requeſt of my lips 

Thou haſt given me leave to come to thine 
altar this day, and to lift up my hands to- 
wards thy holy oracle ! Thou, haſt fed my 
ſoul this day with royal dainties, with peace 
and pardon, with a right to thy, promiſes, and 
offers of eternal life, with aſſiſtances of thy 
holy Spirit, and the riches of grace and mercy, 

This is the food which the holy bread and 
wine have repreſented to me this day, and 
with this food thou haſt bleſſed my ſoul. In 
this food will I glory, of this will I make my 
boaſt. This is food for immortal ſpirits! 
this preſerves ſouls through the power of God 
unto ſalvation; this is bread which fades not 
away ; this is the wine which may be had 
without money, and without price. 

O, my God!] thou requireſt no price, but 
4 wounded heart ; no gold, ng ſilver, no i W 
el, but an obedient ſoul: I bring it, I offer it. 


beg thou wouldſt be pleaſed to accept of it, 
thou deſerveſt it; thou mayſt challenge it; it 
N is 
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is thine : Thou gaveſt it me, thy ſpirit made 
it willing; thy grace did melt it; thy fire 
burnt away the droſs; thy goodneſs purified 
it ; and thou wilt cleanſe it more and more. 
All the good J have is thine ; from thee it 
flows, from thee it ſprings, thou conveyeſt 
it to my ſoul. Thou openeſt mine ears; 
thou awakeneſt me; every good thought ! 
have is thine; every good inclication, every 
good reſolution, every good intention is 
thine, thou influenceſt every good action | 
perform. My praiſe ſhall be of thee in the 
great congregation, I will declare thy faith- 
fulneſs and ſalvation. _ 

O how good is God to 1/rael, even to them 
that are of a clean heart! O make me clean, 
that T may feel thy goodneſs ; thou art my 
phy ſician, I am thy patient; thou art my fa- 
ther, I am thy ſon ; thou art my maſter, | 
am thy ſervant; thou art my teacher, I am 
thy diſciple 3 thy ſpirit is good, O lead me 
in the way everlaſting. | 
God forbid that I ſhould glory in any 
thing, fave in the croſs of Chrift and him 
crucified. O that the world was crucified to 
me, and I unto the world ! I will rejoice in 
thy love, my deareſt Lord: I have ſeen thy 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs. ay 
I I ſee what pains thou takeſt with my ſoul 
to make it happy, to drive away the 
N. | | night 


| 'Thou art 
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lt of ignotance from it, and to make me 
— there is no true bliſs, no true comfort 
but in' thee. 

Thou teacheſt me to overcome my ſpiritual 
enemies: Bleſſed be the Lord my ſtrength, 
which teaches my hands to war, and my fing- 
ers to fight; my goodneſs and my fo 
my high tower and my 9 my ſhield 
and in whom I truſt. 


Thou preventeſt me with thy grace; thou 
giveſt me "the earneſt of eternal gory: by ; by thy 
Spirit lam ng unto the day o 


m ſent, and my Ta 
türe good: 1275 the Fahl pra thee, O God, 
let. all the People Praiſe thee. O that all men 
might know aid love thee ? O that al man- 
kind might feel thy power and glb 
0 485 Who ke gk eg ten 
thouſand, the u pright love thee; and non 
theſe, I, "the 15 7 of thy fervänts, e 
ſume to Ove thy name! Thos haft made 
to walk upon thy Higl places,” and in the 

itterneſs of "my "Gat haſt refreſhed my {pi- 


rit: Thou haſt pardoned, Thope, all my fins, 


— e out mine iniquities as a "thick | 
clou 

T expe thei ou ths uldeſt forgive me much, 
and 8 ſure 1, muſt love thee much: 
Thou haſt born my grief, and carried my 
ſorrows: Thy nent have given me 7 
thy reprodches have procured my glory, and 

G 


thy 
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thy miſery is the cauſe of all my _happi- 


LD... 

Therefore T will put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : Thou ſhalt be my garment, my 
crown, my diadem; I will ſing unto thee, as 
621 as I live: I will ſing praiſes unto my 

while I have a Being. M meditation 
2 thee ſhall be ſweet, I will be glad in the 
or 

O, my Lord, I rejoice” to hear that every 
knee bows unto thee ; I would have all the 


me, 518 f al. b but era, ae are in 
thee, and they are thine, and thou doſt diſ- 
penſe them to thy e. 

I rejoice, O Lord, in all the glorious gifts, 
perfe&tions, . accompliſhments, virtues and 
graces of Chriſt Jeſus: I rejoice in all the 
2 thou haſt beſtowed on the bleſſed 

ngels, in that Fre ty and innocence, in that 
ene and dor, in that bliſs and fe- 
lcity, they are crowned withal, in their care 
of thy people, in their miniſterial Offices to 
thoſe that ſhall be heirs of Salvation, 


1 rejoice in all the graces thou haſt diſpenſed | 


to thy holy Apoſtles ; in their miraculous 
healing of the ſick, in their powerful preach- 
ing, whereby the world was converted, in 


their knowledge and illumination, in 255 
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zeal and fervour, in their patience and humi- 
lity, in their watchfulneſs and heavenly- 
mindedneſs; for in all theſe I ſee thy mighty 
arm, and thy ſtrong hand, and the light of 
thy countenance: And all that they have 
done and ſaid, is written for my learning. 

I rejoice in all the bleſſings thy Saints en- 
joy, in thy calling them to thy marvellous 
ight, in adorning their ſouls with ſo much 
reſplendent virtues, in honouring them with 
the lofty titles of children, and brethren, and 
friends; and kings, and prieſts; in viſiting 
them with thy Salvation, in aſſiſting them 
with thy power, thy ſpirit, and influence, in 
their dangers and neceſſities, in helping their 
infirmities, in purifying their ſouls, in en- 
livening their ſpirits, that they may not be 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus; in 
keeping them from all evil, and reſcuing 
them from temptations, in giving them a 


happy death, and promiſe of a glorious Re- 


ſurrection. 

I reſoiee in all thy mercies to poor ſinners, 
in wary hong to repentance ;. in entreating, 
admoniſfing, and beſeeching them to be re- 
conciled to God; in forbearing of them; in 
thy patience and long · ſuffering toward them; 
in waiting for their repentance ; in adjuri 
them by bowels of mercy, by the blood o 
Jeſus, by the wounds of a crucified Redeem 
er, by the ſweeteſt calls, and''the'griatet 
* G 2 motives 
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motives to ſeriouſneſs and holineſs; in thy 
receiving the penitent; in forgetting all their 
unkindneſſes, and forgiving the affronts they 
have offered unto thee; in remembering their 
fins no more, and drowning them in the 
depth of the ſea, even in the blood of the 
lamb, which was flain, from the foundations 
of the world. 

I rejoice in all thy loving kindneſſes to thy 
church; in giving her thy word, thy ordi- 
nances, thy Cw ments; in making her thy 
bride, thy ſpouſe, and thy favourite; in or- 
daining the Lord Jeſus to be her head, her 
7 10, and her protector, and nurſing Fa- 


"Hen 
O Jeſu! I rejoice in thy incarnation, in 
dune great Myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt, 
dd in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of 
Angels, preached in the world, believed on 
by the Gentiles, received up into glory. 
I have reaſon to rejoice in thy hypoſtatick 
* Union, in thy being the Prince of men and 
angels, and in that all the treaſures af wiſdom 


and knowledge are in thee. I xejoice in thy Þ 


ſending the Comforter into the world, in thy 
— es, in thy offers, in thy providences, 


and bodies. | | 
O give me a thankful heart for my right 
ſhape, for my health and ſtrength, and tem- 
poral advantages: O, what a mercy js it 


in the proviſion thou haſt made for our ſous | 
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that thou haſt cauſed me to be born in the 
light, in the true religion, in a religion free 
from notorious errors and ſuperſtitions. 

How am I beholden to thee, that thou haſt 
kept me from ſo many opportunities of ſin- 
ning againſt thee, from abundance of temp- 
tations, from innumerable occafions of evil ! 

How many have been fnatched away by 
ſudden death, and I am alive yet! How many 
have been. denied the grace of repentance, 
which thou ftill offereſt to me; that I have 
a heart to pray and praiſe thy Name, what a 
mighty token of thy love is this ! 

Let heaven and earth praiſe the Lord. Let 
all the angels: in heaven E him. Let 
every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lord; 
png thou the Lord, Oh my foul t! © 

IJ remember, O Lord; how, when I have 
gone through the water, thou haſt been with 
me; when I have paſſed through the fire, 


thou haſt commanded the flames not to kindle 


upon me; I remember, when for a ſmalþ 
moment thau haſt hid thy face from me, how 
with everlaſting kindneſſes thou haſt viſited 
= ain! Oh, * often haſt thou delivered 

m the nethermoſt hell! When I have 
hm ready to ſin in the mire, thou haſt 
pulled -_ N - the horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, my feet a rock, and 
ctabliſhed my nds * 
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- When the ſnares of death have encom 
me, and the pains of hell laid hold on me, 
thou haſt delivered my foul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 

I will walk before — Lord in the land of 
the living: What reward ſhall I render unto 
thee for all thy benefits! How loth haſt thou 
been to behold my ruin! How haft thou 
called after me, Have mercy on thyſelf ! With 
what convictions haſt thou followed me 
What checks of conſcience halt thou given 
me | 

Oh, my Lord! Thou ſhalt have all the 
glory; thou art worthy to receive bleſſings, 
and honour, and majeſty, and dominion, 
How precious are thy mercies | How rich 
thy loving kindneſſes; to do ſo much for 
duſt and aſhes, for a worm, for à graſnop- 
per, for a creature that hath abuſed thee, 
and rebelled againſt thee ! Oh, what good- 
neſs is this My understanding is not big 
enough to comprehend it. 

I'II acknowledge thee for my God, II 
own thee for my Redeemer ; 45 Malt be 
my king, my maſter, my fovetcign Lord 
J will confecrate all my labours, all my ſer- 


vices, all I have, and all Iam, to thy glory! | 
Oh, what a favour is forgiveneſs of fin, which | 


I truſt I have received this day 
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Think, O my foul, what a bondage thou 
art delivered from; think, what a flavery 
thou art freed from. Now thou art at liber- 
ty; now thou mayeft ſerve God chearfully ; 
now thou may'ſt freely go on from virtue to 
virtue. 

This is a day of thankſgiving, be is a day 
of glad tidings this is a day that ought to 
be remembered: O my Jeſus! Thou haſt 
this day viſited the earth, and watered it! 
Thou haſt made it rich with thy ſnowers; 
thy grace hath dropped upon me this day, 
like the rain on the mowed praſs. 

Oh, order my ſteps according to thy word 
for the future! Let me ſee thee in every mer- ,_ 
= Teach me to admire thee in every ble(- 

fing! Let nothing ſeduce my heart from thee?! 
When any afflictions come upon me, let me 
receive them with thanks and ſubmiſſion 
When 1 tumble, do thou ſupport me; when 
I fall, do thou raife me; when I go aftray, do 
thou ſeek me; when 1 err, do thou direct 
me; when I flacken in thy ſervice, a thou 
ſtrengtken me. 

„ the door of my ſenſes, d v0 im- 

thing may enter there. Let my heart 

thy temple. Teach me to wade daily 
what progreſs I make in thy way. Let thy 
word be a lanthorn te my feet, and a light 
unto my paths. Let no evil com OE. 


courage me. ak nn 4 
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fo. perſons that love thy Law, and in theſe 
excellent ones let all my delight and com- 
fort be. 5 N 
O my Lord, my life is hid in thee! But 
when thy glory ſhall appear, I ſhall be like 
thee ! Speak Lord, for thy ſervant hears! 
Let none of thy Commandments be hence. 
forward grigvous to me! Open thy hand, 
and feed my ſoul! When I am tempted, lay 
no more upon me than I am able to bear. 
Give me courage to ſtnve to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate. Let me ever look at the 
things which are not ſeen; for the things 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are eternal. 

Thy kingdom, Lord, is not in meat and 
drink; but in peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt: Give me a. taſte of it! Let eternity 
be always in my mind !: Into thy hands do! 
commend my ſpirit, my body, and all the 
concerns of my life. ä | 
Let thy grace come down upon me plen- 
tifully ! Let me not do thy Will :negligent]y | 
Let me live in thoughts of another li, and 
let thoſe thoughts encourage me to follow 
after it, that I may apprehend that for which 
I am alſo apprehended. of Chriſt Jeſus ! 
Oh hear mel Oh anſwer me Oh pity 
me! Oh relieve me] Oh come in] Oh ſuc- 
cour me, thou that art the God of my Salva- 


* 


tenuſneſs all the day long. 


Deo 


dan, and, my. tongue (hall talk. of thy righ- 
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de ghd in ther; and let fuch as love thy | 
Salvation ſay S Let God be magni- | 


fied! I am , make haſte unto 
me; O Gert Ton pea up art my help and my de- 
livetef: O Loyd, mak no eins T 
Amen! 
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